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SECOND CONFERENCE OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES 

FOEEWOED. 


This publication contains a report of the proceedings of the Second 
Conference of Indian Universities held at Delhi on the 30th and Slst 
October and the 1st November, 1929, opened by His Excellency Lord 
Irwin, Viceroy and Governor-General of India. Prof. A. C. Woolner, M.A,, 
C.I.E,, F.A.S.B., Vice-Chancellor of the University of Punjab and the 
Chairman of the Intei-University Board for the year, presided over the 
Conference. The First Conference of Indian Universities, at which the 
Inter-University Board was inaugurated, was held at Simla in the summer 
of 1924, at the invitation of the Government of India and its proceedings 
were published by the Central Publication Branch of the Government at 
Calcutta. 

Pending the publication of the full proceedings, the resolutions 
passed at the Conference have already been circulated to the Universities 
and the authorities concerned. They are also collected here separately 
in Appendix B. with references to the pages concerned in the report. 

Besides reports of the resolutions passed, this contains an account 
of three special discussions held under the auspices of the Conference. 

An interesting feature of the Conference was an exhibition of the 
Urdu Publications of the Translation Bureau of the Osmania University, 
Hyderabad-Deccan, which is making the unique experiment in India of 
imparting higher education through a modern Indian language. An 
account of the exhibition by the Curator, who was in charge is also given 
m Appendix A, 


Cawnpore : 
mh Oct. 1930. 


P. SESHADRI, 




DETAILED PROGRAMME OF THE SECOND UNIVERSITIES’ 

CONFERENCE HELD AT DELHI. 

(Place of meeting ; Assembly Hall, Delhi University Buildings.) 


11— 11,30 A.M. 


11.45—12 Noon 
12-1.30 P.M. 


1.30—2.30 P.M. 


2, .30-3.30 P.M. 
3.30—4.30 P.M. 


11 A.M.— 1.30 P.M. 
1,30 -2.30 P.M. 


2.30— 3.30 P.M. 

3.30- 4..30 P.M. 


11. A.M.— 1 30 P.M. 
1.30—2.30 P.M. 


Opening of the Conference by His Excellency the 
Viceroy. 

Election of Committees. 

Committee meetings. 

(Committee A will meet in the Hall ; Committee 
B in the reception room in front and Committee 
C in the Ahce-Chancellor's room.) 

Luncheon Party to the Conference, By Rai 
Bahadur Moti Sagar^ LL. D., Vice-Chancellor, 
Delhi University. 

(Lunch will be served in a separate Shamiana 
on the grounds. Special arrangements will 
be made for orthodox Hindus). 

Committee meetings. 

Paper by Sir Philip Hartoe;, LL. D. on The 
Paucity of Books possessed by Indian Stu- 
dents”, followed bv discussion. 

(Group photograph of members). 

Thursday, 31st October. 

Conference. 

Luncheon Party to the Conference, by Mr, R. 
Littleliailes, M.A., C.I.E., Educational Commis- 
sioner with the Government of India. 

(Luiicli arrangements as on the first day). 

Conference. 

Discussion on “ Universities and the Services ” 
to be opened by Prof. E. A. Horne, Pio-Vice- 
Chancellor, Aligarh University. 

Evening party to the Conference by Rai Bahadur 
Moti Sagar, LL.D., Vice-Chancellor, Delhi 
University. 

Friday, 1st November. 

Conference. 

Luncheon Party to the Conference by Sir Akbar 
Hydari, Nawab Hyder Nawaz Jung Bahadur, 
Finance Member, Executive Council, Hyder- 
abad-Deccan. 

(Lunch arrangements as on the first two days.) 





Agenda for the Second Conference of Indian 
Universities held in Delhi. 


Subjects for Discussion ; 


A. 

I. The relation of Universities to Intermediate and pre-University 
Education ; the work of Boards of Secondary and 
Intermediate Education. (Calcutta and Lucknow.) 

II. Universities and the Problem of Unemployment. (Calcutta.) 

III. Wastage in University Education. (Delhi and Lucknow.) 

IV. Universities and the Services. (Delhi.) 

(This subject will not be referred to any Committee, in view of 
the provision for its separate discussion arranged in the 
proceedings.) 

V. To consider whether the present system of university education 

is suited to the requirements of modern India. (Madras.) 

(This subject also will not be referred to any Committee, in 
view of the provision for its separate discussion arranged in 
the proceedings.) 

VI. Equivalence of the Degrees and Diplomas of Indian Universi- 

ties and their recognition in the United Kingdom. (Delhi, 
Andhra, Lucknow, Dacca, Calcutta and Madras.) 

VII. The present position of medical degrees of Indian Universities. 
(Bombay, Madras and Andhra.) 

Prof. P. A. Wadia, M.A. will move, on behalf of the University 
of Bombay, ‘ That this Conference is of opinion that the 
appointment of a Commissioner of Medical qualifications 
and standards, contemplated by the Government of India, 
is not in consonance with the best interests of medical edu- 
cation in India ; that this Conference emphatically disap- 
proves of such an appointment and recommends that an 
All-India Medical Council, having representatives of medical 
faculties of all the Indian Universities on it, be immediately 
created for the purpose. Pending the creation of such a 
Council this Conference suggests that an All-India Medical 
Board, having on it representatives of the Medical faculties 
of all Indian Universities, be formed to perform the functions 
of the proposed Commissioner of Medical qualifications and 
standards.’ 

VIII. Co-operation with the Universities’ Bureau of the British 
Empire and the representation of India at the sessions of the 
Universities’ Bureau, (Madras). 
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B. 

IX. Physic.il welfare and Military Training of University students. 

(Madras and Dacca.) 

X. Yalue to be attached to class- work in University examinations 

(Delhi.) 

XL Higher Education for Women in Indian Universities. (Madras.) 

XII. Universities and Adult Education. (Delhi and Lucknow.) 

XIII. Tbe advisability of extending the (nurse for the Bachelor 

degrees (pass) in Arts, Science and Loinmcrcc to three years. 

(Lucknow). 

XIV. General knowledge papers in University course. (CVih'iitln, 

and Lucknow). 

XY. Intelligence tests in Universities. (Calcutta and Lucknow.) 

C. 

XYI. The formation of an All-India Advisory Board for ^^cientific 

Research to consider the following : — 

{a) The possibilities of co-operation in research ■work by 
difierent Universities ; 

(h) The possibilities of specialization in different Universities ; 

(c) The supply of information as to where literature on subjects 

for research can he found in India ; 

(d) The helping of research workers in Universities and other 

educational institutions. 

(Lucknow, Madras, Calcutta, Dacca and Andhra). 

The University of Bombay wishes that the proposal of the Govern- 
ment of India, to constitute a Central Medical Researcli Institute, slujuld 
be considered in connection with this item. Dr. Jivraj N. Mcdita, M.D.. 
M.R.C.P., will move the following resolutions on behalf of the University 
of Bombay : 

Th is Conference regrets that before coming to a decision on the 
report submitted by the Committee, appointed by the Government of 
India under the Chairmanship of Sir Walter Fletcher, M.D.. F.R.S.. to 
advise on the establishment of a Central Medical Research Institute for 
India, including the location of such an Institute, itb structure and func- 
tions, its relationship with other organisations devoted to Medical Research 
and the constitution of and recruitment to the agency employed by the 
Centr.a] Government for the conduct of such research, the Government 
of India should not have circulated the repeat among the Universities 
and Scientific bodies in the country for their consideration and opinion. 

This Conference is of opinion— 

(I) That Scientific research, including medical research, should 
be co-ordinated with University work ; 
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(11) that the Central Medical Research Institute should he 
located in. a University centre ; 

(III) that all apjjointments in any Research Department should 
be made by a Selection Board and that no appointment 
in a resivareh departmeut should be reserved for Officens 
of any Service which is not principally connected with 
research or University education.” 

For the opinion of the Bombay University see Notes. 

(Principal H. L. 0. Garret, M.A., I.E.S., Government College, 
Lahore^ Wishes that the scoy)e of the subject should be enlarged, so as to 
include the consideration of Arts subjects also, particularly Historical 
Researeli). 


XVIi. 


UlliveiMty tiaiuing in methods of research. (Calcutta). 


XVIJI. 


pile desirability and possibility of Jiaving a Central Bureau of 
the Universities in India, or a Bureau of Indian Libraries for 
mntnal helji in the circulation and exchange of books and 
nuiguzines for yiLirposeiS of research and for the supply of 
iijforniation regarding available literature m special subjects. 
(Madras, (. aleutta and Dacca). 


XIX, Iiiter-Uiiiversity ariangements for Post-graduate and Research 
.students including the question of reciprocal recognition 
of courses for Post-graduate degrees, co-operation for Post- 
gracliiato courses etc. (Calcutta). 


XX. Further subjects of research and development in Indian Uui- 
versiiies. (Madras.) 

XXL lb'\irw uf the work of the Inter-University Board during 
19'M -] 9:^9. (Lucknow). 


XXll. Venue of the next Conference of Indian Universitiee. 


XXIlI. Any other business. 

(Syaniayirasad Mookerjee, Esqr., M.A., B.L., Bar-at-Law, 
M.LU , of the Calcutta University wishes that the Conference 
.should consider the relation between Government and the 
Universities and the conditions of state-aid.) 


Sanatana Dharma College, 
Cawnpore, 25ih October , 1929. 


P. SESHADRI, 
Secretary, Inter-University 
Board, India. 




NOTES. 


Item 1: 

The following resolutions were passed at the annual meeting of the 
Board held in February, 1926 : 

That attention be drawn to the divergence of views and practice 
and to the fact that the Intennediate Colleges of the type 
contemplated by the Sadler Commission did not seem to have 
realized the hopes formed of them.” 

“ That the Board is of the opinion that the real solution of the 
problem which has given rise to the question of separation of 
Intermediate classes from University work lies in the raising of 
the standards in the High Schools.” 


Item II: 

A recent enquiry by the Inter-University Board regarding the 
attempts made by the Universities to solve the question of unemployment 
elicited the following replies : 

Bombay : The University has not taken any action in the matter. 

Lucknow : The question of unemployment has not been considered 
by this University. 

Panjab : The University is considering the desirability, or other- 
wise, of introducing vocational training at the Matriculation and Inter- 
mediate stages. The decision on this question is likely to take another 
year. 

Aligarh : This University has created an EMPLOYMENT 
BUREAU which is run under the charge of a lecturer in the University. 
The Employment Bureau furnishes information to the students about 
the rules and regulations of Ihe Imperial. ProAdncial, Subordinate 
and Lower Services in India. It also guides the students who intend to 
go to foreign countries for Education. It also helps the students by 
notifying to them the vncancies ni the papers. 

The Bureau has ])reparcd for the l)eneflt of .students, charts based 
on the rules and regulations prescribed for these services. 

The University lias nUo made arratnremeuts for coaching students 
for various competiliv'e exaimnalions. 

Calcutta: No action has been taken by this University in 
the matter. 

Allahabad : The UlliveT^itv as suidi has not taken any steps yet to 
deal with the nnemploymeiit problem among the educated young men 
of these provinces. 

Delhi : This UmvoTslty has not so far taken any steps to deal 
with the unemployment problem among tlio educated young men of this 
Province, 
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Madras : This University has not taken any action in the matter 
of the unemployment problem among the educated young men. 

Mysore : There ia no literature available on the subject iu this 
University. 

Rangoon: The University is not av^are of any unemployment 
problem among its graduates. It appears that graduates are absorbed 
by the Government services, the professions, and commerce. Neverthe- 
less, the University is alive to the necessity of preventing the development 
of an nnemployment problem. As far as possible, it discouiages aimless 
drifting to an Arts degree and encourages its students to follow courses 
leading to professional and technical qualificntions, as well as qualifica- 
tions suitable for the various Government services. Since it^ iiicMirjJora- 
tion the University has added to its Arts and Science Courses, courses hi 
Medicine, Engineering, Forestry, Law and Education ; more and more 
of its students are encouraged to equip themselves for the practice of 
the learned and technical professions. 

Agra ; The University of Agra came into existence only two years 
ago and it has not so far given any consideration to the question of 
nnemployment among the educated young men. 

Annamalai ; This University was started only recently and some 
time should elapse before the several authorities are constituted and 
the question of unemployment be brought up before them for considera- 
tion. 

Dacca : The Vice-Chancellor, the Provosts of Halls and the teachers 
of the University do all they can, to assist the students in securing 
suitable employment. Graduates are requested to keep the University 
informed of their future careers and the names of students who inform 
the University of their employment are included in the Annual Kejjort 
of the University. 

Benares : The Lmiversity has not taken any definite steps regard- 
ing the unemployment problem. As a matter of fact, we have had no 
serious complaints from our students regarding unemployment. ^Ve 
are, however, contemplating the formation of an Employment 
Bureau, 

Osmania : The Unemployment problem has not yet become so 
acute among educated classes in the State as to warrant the taking of 
any special measures to control it. The State is however trying to give 
an industrial bias to the education imparted in its schools e.g. vocational 
courses would be made compulsory in the near future for all students. 
The University on its part is helping in the matter by opening the Facul- 
ties of Law, Medicine, Engineering and Education to provide careers for 
its students, and the inauguration of Faculties of Technology and 
Agriculture is under contemplation. A nucleus already exists of the 
former in the shape of the Osmania Central Technical Institute and the 
Mint Workshop in which literary and industrial education is being impart- 
ed side by side, which will he developed into a Faculty of the University 
very shortly. 

Item III: 

Only a small number of students who enter upon their University 
course emerge with a degree owing to failure and other reasons. The 
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/ollowing figures regarding the percentage of passes in University 
Examinations in Jnrlia are taken from the recent Hartog Committee’s 
Keport ; 

percentage of passes at I. A. AND I. Sc. EXAMINATIONS 

PROVINCES, 


Province 

1912 

1917 

1922 

1927 

Madras 

44 

24 

27 

34 

1 

■ 

o 

59 

63 

51 

42 

Bengril 

50 

56 

68 

47 

United Province.s 

45 

44 

49 

57 

Punjab 

41 

54 

56 

44 

Bihar and Onssa 


■ ■ 

46 

40 

PERCENTAGE OF PASSE>S AT B. A. AND B. 

BY PROVINCES. 

Sc. EXAMINATIONS 

Provinces 

1912 

1917 

1922 

1927 

Madras 

62 

71 


50 

Boinbay 

72 

57 

68 

56 

Bengal 

60 

51 

71 

43 

United Provinces 

43 

52 

41 

65 

Punjab 

35 

46 

43 

55 


Item IV : 

The fo]lo^^'ing resolution was passed at the meeting of the Inter- 
Uuiversit}" Board held at Bonihay iu Maich, 1925 : 

It is dcsirahle that a Uiuversity hhonld accept the corresponding 
cxanniiatjons conducted or accepted hy other Universities in the case 
of students who, for rea'^ons satisfactory to the University authority 
coiicemed seek admission to a Universitv other than the one for admis- 
bion to which they originally qualified.” 

Thiue are however instances in which Universities in India have 
not recognised tlie diplomas and degrees conferred by other Universities 
iu India even in such cases. 

For an account of the sttqis taken with regard to the recognition 
of the degrees and dijdomas of Indian Universities in the United King- 
dom, please see the aimual reports of the Iiiter-l'iiiversity Board and the 
review of the work of the Inter-University Board for 1924-29. 

Item VII : 

The Inter-University Board has passed resolutions approving of the 
idea of a General Medical Council for India, on which the Universities 
including those in Indian Btates, should be adequately represented. 
The question has taken a new turn, b}’’ the recent recommendation of the 
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Conference convened by the Government of India to conf?ider the subject 
that a General Medical Council should not be constituted. There is also 
a proposal by the Government of India to give effect to the recommenda- 
tion of the Britivsh Medical Council to appoint a Commissioner of Medical 
qualifications and standards. 

hem VIII 1 

The Inter University Board has been in close touch with the 
Universities Bureau of the British Empire, The Secertary of the Board 
revises every year the chapter on Indian Universities in the Hand- 
book of Univcrsitich issued by the Universities Bureau of the British 
Empire. The Bureau invited the Board to depute a representative to the 
Congress of the Universities of the Empire in 1926. 

Item IX : 

The following suggestions were made to the military authorities at 
the First Conference of Indian Universities : — 

(1) “The institution of A and B certificates in University Training 

Corps and the C)verhanling of the system of granting commis- 
sions in the University Training Corps ; 

(2) That a central informritinn body be set up to coordinate and 

bring into touch the University Training Corps in various 
places ; 

(3) That the military authorities add to their subventions for the 

purpose of training camps, etc., and that the Universities 
should supplement those funds ; 

(4) That some effort should be made to ensure closer working be- 

tween the University Corps and the battalions of the Terri- 
torial Eorcc ; 

(5) That sapper and medical units should be encouraged ; 

(6) That Anglo-Indians should be permitted to enter the University 

Corps ; 

(7) That Universities should take the holding of A and B certificates 

into account in estimating the work of students in examina- 
tions ; 

(8) That the military authorities should hold out facilities to the 

University Training Corps to take part in inter-army rifle 
meetings and the like.” 

Hepresentations have also been made to the Government of India, 
from time to time, for the expansion of the existing facilities for 
University Training Corp.s and for th^^ constitution of units where they do 
not exist at present. A consolidated demand on behalf of the Universi- 
ties of India was presented to the Secretary, Army Department, during 
1 928-29. The Universities of Panjab, Nagpur and Agra have introduc- 
ed Military Science as an additional optional subject in University 
courses, ^ 
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The Inter-University Board has collected information regarding the 
work which has been done for physical welfare in the various Indian 
UniversitievS. (A^ide Annual Report for 1928-29). 

Item XI : 

Several Universities in India have already introduced alternative 
courses specially suitable for women. The Benares Hindu University has 
courses in Music, Painting and Domestic Science for girl students. 
Music has aiso been introduced as a subject of study by the Universities 
of Mysore and AUdras. The University of Panjab has instituted a special 
diploma for women students. 

Item XII : 

The subject was considered at the annual meeting of the Board 
held at Delhi in February 192^) and the opinion was expressed that tutorial 
class(‘s for systematic and periodical instruction in a subject selected 
by a group of students was more useful than extension lectures. Inform- 
ation regarding what is being done at present for adult education has 
als(> liCkMi collected bv the Iiiter-Univer^ity Board. (Please see the Report 
for J 925-2(1. j 

Item XUI : 

The question is also being considered by the University of 
Allahabad. 

Item XVI : 

The first Conference of Indian Universities made the following pro- 
posal regaiding the constitution of a Central Ad^'lsuTy Board for Scien- 
tific Research : 

'' That it be recommended to the Government of India, that with 
a vi( w to promoting co-opeiatjmi among Indian Universities in higher 
scientific studies and resenich and to advisin.g the Government of India 
from tune to time geiieially with regard to the promotion of scientific 
research in India, a central advisory board for scientific research be con- 
stituted in India comprising the heads of scifiitific departments of the 
Government of India and a representative of science nominated by each 
of the Indian nniversities and by the Indian Institute of Science, with 
power to co-opt represeiitatiV(‘s of other recognised institutes of science 
not affiliated to aiiv University.'’ 

The idea however did not materialise as the nniversitics were not 
prepared to make any financial contribution for the pur[)Ose. The 
following resolution was therefore passed by the Board at its meeting held 
in February 1926. 

“ The proposal of the Government of India that the Board should 
take steps in consultation with its principals to organise an All-India 
Scientific Research Fund did not find favour with several of the Univer- 
sities, which either were unable to participate in the project or prefer- 
red organization of such a fund on a Provincial basis, and this difference 



of opinion also found expression in the views of the members of the Board. 
Accordingly, the question was considered whether a further representation 
night be made to the Government of India to reconsider its decision, 
and it was resolved—^ That the matter be dropped for the present’.” 

The opinions of the Bombay University regarding the proposed 
Central Medical Research Institute are given below : 

"‘We agree with the Bombay Medical Union about the location of 
the Imperial Medical Research Institute. It should be located in a place 
which is an intellectual centre for Medicine and Science, in which Medical 
Research is being actively pursued and which can supply clinical 
and pathological material. Bombay and Calcutta present these advan- 
tages and Dehra Dun does not. 

We agree also that the reservation of 23 major posts in the Medical 
Research Department for members of the I.M.S. is open to strong objec- 
lion. The I.M.S, is designed for supplying the medical needs of the 
Army and is not designed as a training ground for research workers. 
Such reservation of posts restricts the field of selection unduly and also 
works to the detriment of research in so far as it allows of the transfer to 
research work of an offirer who has worked for years as a general practi- 
tioner and who is not specially trained for research work : again, an officer 
who has spent years in the research department is liable to be transferred 
to administrative work. In this connection it is important to note 
that all the new additional posts recommended by the Rletcher Com- 
mittee are to be open equally to I.M.S. and non-I.M.S. candidates. 
Pursuing this recommendation it would seem best that every post in the 
Medical Research Department should be open to all candidates I.M.S. 
and non-I.M.S. 

The scale of pay proposed for Assistant Professors in the Public 
Health Institute, Calcutta, amounts to a barrier which is almost 
absolute to Assistants ever becoming Professors. We are of opinion that 
the Assistants should be men of such high qualifications and attainments 
as could mlutavh coutumity m leaeaich In. th^ ol thelt eluel^ 

on. 


The pamphlets issued by the luteT-UniveTsity Board on 
for Oriental Research and Pacihties for Scientific Research in Tu'Imu 
U niversities contain a brief indication of the library re.sourci's of c.km 
university in India helpful for research. It is for the ('ouf(’T(‘nec to 
consider whether the Inter-Universitv Board nuiv not be f'>^‘ 

collecting such information as may be ncf^es^, try instead of crcatjji,:! 
separate body for the purpose. 

Kern XIX : 

The following resolution was paseed by the Inter-Uni versitj 
Board in February 1926 : 

"vsst't 

*“-'4 torSnirr.™::*:: 



anottei University provided that at least one academical year has been 
spent at the University at which the degree is taken.” 

Item XXI : 


As a result of the recomniendation made hy the first Conference of 
Indian Universities, the Universities in India were invited to join the 
Inter-University Board, in the first instance, for a term of three years 
from the 1st April, 1925. On the expiry of the period, the universities 
were asked to extend their membership for a further period of three years 
and all the universities of India have agreed. This period will expire on 
the 1st April, 1931. A resolution making the Inter-University Board 
a permanent organisation will render periodical requests of this kind 
unnecessary. 


P. SESHAURI, 

Secretary, Inter-University 
Board, India. 
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SUPPLEMENTAKY ^sOTES TO AGENDA, ON THE PRESENT 
INSTITUTION OF MEDICAL DEGREES IN 

INDIA. 


The following notes have been kindly furnished by R. Littlehailes 
Esq.. M. A., Educational Cominis,sioner willi the Goveniineut 

of India. 

Diplomas, as well as flegrcass in iij(‘dK'ine, are awarded l)y several 
Universities in India. AVe may leave aside diplomas of the nature of 
licentiates in mediciim ,iud surgery since tJiese are of lower standing than 
are degrees. The usual degree is the ALB., B.S., that is Bachelor of 
Aledicine and Bachelor ot Surgery. Higher degrees are Al.D.. Doctor of 
Aledicine, and M.S., Alastcr of Surgery. AA'e also need not consider higher 
degrees since any privilege attaching to the ])Osses.sion of the usual 
medical degree (M.B., B.S.) is a fortiori attached to the po.ssession of the. 
higher degree. A^edical degrees are awarded by the following Indian 
Universities Andhra, Bombay, Calcutta, Lurknow, Aladras, Alysore, 
Punjab, Rangoon and Patna. 

In India there is no Act of the legislature to preclude an uncjiailifiod 
person from practising as a doctor, but the right of conferring, granting, 
or issuing in British India degrees, diplomas, licenses, (‘ertificates or 
other documents stating or implying that the holder, grantee or recipient 
thereof is qualified to practise AVestern medical science is regulated by 
the Indian Alcdical Degrees Act, A^II ol 1916. Under Sections 5 and 6 of 
that Act any unauthornsed person who confers, giants or issues or holds 
himself out as entitled to Confer grant or issue degrees, diplomas, etc. or 
who voluntarily and falsely assumes or uses any title or description imply- 
ing that he is qualified to practise Western medical science is liable to a 
fine. 


Section 13 (1) of British Medical Act 18b6. 

In Great Britain, the practice of medicine is generally regulated by 
the General Aledical Council which supervises medical education in general 
and maintains a register of tho.se whom it considers to be qualified to 
practise medicine, surgery and midwdfery. Some degrees granted in 
British possessions are registrable in the list. It is to be observed, 
however that it is a statutory duty of the General Medical Council 
that the degrees registrable by it furnish a sufficient guarantee for the 
efficient practice of medicine, surgery and midwifery. 

The medical degrees of Indian Universities were fit.st recognised 
for registration under Part II of the British Aledical Act, 1886, in 1892,, 
in which year an Order m Council under Section 17 ol the Act was 
passed making Part II of the Act applicable to India. 

No difficulty arose in connection with the recognition of Indian 
Aledical degrees until 1921, wLcn the General Aledical Council fearing 
that the training in Alidwifery in India was not up to the necessary stan- 
dard, sent its representative, Sir Norman AAAlker, to India to inspect and 
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report to it on the subject. Sir Korman Walker was assisted in this work 
by Lieut.-Col. R. A. Needham, d.s.o., m.d,, i.m.s., who was then Deputy 
Director Genernl, Indian Medical Service, and it was decided by the 
General Medical Council, as a result of the Report which they submitted, 
that the lecogniiion of Indian Medical degrees by the General Medical 
Council should in future be dependent on the receipt of satisfactory 
reports to be submitted to the Council annually by an Inspector specially 
appointed for the purpose, (hjl. Needham who was appointed as the Ins- 
pector in December 1922 submitted a senes of report-LS. These reports 
at first dealt only with Midwilery but their st ope w’as extended later to 
include all the subjects of the medical curriculum, and the degrees of th(‘ 
Indian Universities were reroguised for a year at a time. The Calcutta 
medical degrees lost recognition tempoianlv between 1924 and 1928 as 
the University authorities did not grant the Inspector permission to 
visit their final medical examination in June 1924. The Calcutta 
University medical degrees hove, htuvever, jigiun beim recognised. The 
Council last extended recmmiruni of the Calcutta. Madras, Rurnbav. 
Punjab and Lucknow degrees till February 1930, but stated that it did 
not iceJ in a jiohiiiou to recdguise the Patna and Rangoon medical 
degrees till it had received a report on these degrees by a whole-time 
Commissioner of Medical Qualitications and Standards. 

Sir Norman Walker and (AJ. Needham again visited India in 
1926'27, on behalf of General Medical Council and submitted reports on 
the various medical colleges. The Council after considering these reports 
came td the eonciusiun that the system of inspection and report by a single 
part-time Inspector was no longer satisfactory, especially in view of tlie 
growth in the number uf medical colleges ^ which had doubled since 1921. 
(The new medical crJldges and Universities are Rangoon, Patna, Andhra 
and the Ilombuy Municipal Medical (Vjllege). It therefore suggested 
that a single central authority with which it could communicate directly 
and obtain the infurmation it icipured should be set up m India. The 
Council fun her suggested that pending the setting up of such a body, nc., 
an All-India Medical C’ouncil, a post of a whole-time Commissioner ol 
i\Iedical Quaiiiications and Standards centred at Delhi, who should 
continue and cxpiind the work done l>y CoL Needham as Inspector, 
should be created. The duties of the Commissioner would consist in 
visiting Medical Colleges, inspecting ]>ro[essional cxaminatimis and fur- 
nishing to the Geneial Medual Council (d Great Rritain through the 
Government of India, the guarantees winch the Council requires for the 
due fulfilment of its statutory obligations. 

Local Governments in India have Ix'cn nddressed. more thnn nnre^ 
on the question of the creation of an All -India Medical Council and in 
view of the diversity of opinion expressed by them, it was decided by the 
Government of India to mnsider the question at a Conference to which 
the Ministers -iii-cliargc of Medical Aflminisirntion and the Members-in- 
charge of Medical qualifications and standards were invited. The 
Ministers wlio attended the Conference, which was held in Simla on the 
12th and 13th July, 1929, were generally opposed to the creation of an 
All-India Council, till they were satisfied that it was in the best interests 
of the country that they should have one. The Ministers generally 
speaking did not, however, object to the appointment of a whole- time 
Commissioner as a temporary measure. 
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Local Goverr^ments, in fact, agreed to iLe appoiritment of a whole- 
time C'omniis.doner of Medical Qnalih cations and li^tandards, as a 
temporary measure, and to divide among themselves the expenditure 
involved, vliieh was estimated at about ILs. 39,000 per anmmn The 
Governmeut of liubn. who had been advised that tline was veiy grave 
risk of tLc General !iledieal ('ounril refusing to recognise Indian medical 
degrees unless a eentral authority were set up in India almost at once 
also agreed, in defcrenci To the Wishes of the Council, to the ertation of 
the jicist on a tmiipoiaiy footing for a period of one year, in tlio first 
instance, pending setthmient of the qiiesticm of the permanent maeliinery 
required to enable the (’ounril to discharge its obligations. 

It was derided that the ex])Piiditiirt' on the post should he met, iii the 
first instance, from ccntial revenues and be recovered latei from tlie ]nn- 
Vinces com eriii'd. The Stiiudiiig Finance Committee were afcoidiugly 
informed that the Government id India proposed to ask the Li'gislative 
Assejidily for a ^upplemeui a ry grant on account of the votid j>nition of 
the exjieiiditiiie. Its, 2 b'<h leipiired fhtring tlic cmrert financial yean 
The Standing Financ ' l'oinmitti''e were not in favour of the jiroposal 
and voted agaio.-t ii'-the vntrs lie mg n to 4. A d(‘inancl foi a siip]de- 
rnentary gT'---" rd atoknu siirn imt exceeding Hs llifi was lamn'ver. moved 
in the Asscmblv on the 2rnli Scjitmiib^m last bv the thname i^Ieiidei, but. 
the debate on Tins demand was not courloihnl wlon im- scrtsion closed, 
no vote having la cn taken on tlic demand 

Alt>o see section 3b of iLe Lnush iMedical A( t. JSbS. 

If Indian medical degrees are jegi'^tTable under the Biitu^h Act 
certain privileges ,ire attarda'd to the holders of them, (a] Indians 

holding those d*giees are jiernntted to ^nter the Indian i^b'dieal S-'r\]ce 
under the Rccujation^ framed for admission to ih-d servir-e ; (h) Indians 
With Indian medi( al degrt'-s aie pe^'niitter] to practice in the I niti fl Kuni' 
dom and. subject tf) certain cimdituiiis o, (<rher Ibitisli jiosn^smoiis; 
(c) Indians wuth indian cn gross may serve as docTois on ioreign-ccung 
ships under the (Englislij Merchant t'^hijipiug Act (SeitioiL 2(d)i 1M)4 , 
and (d) a partially comphted medical foiirse in India may count towards 
study if a student pioceeds lo (dent Britain to cornphde his course for a 
medical degree. 

The position at pri'sent may }»rieflv he strafed to be as follotvs : 
Persons holding medical rlcgrees of Univer'^ities in India granted after 
a certain date, which is at present fixed at Ffdiruary 1930, wnll not be 
entitled to have their names placed on the British Mediral Register, that 
is to say, they will not be entitled to the piivileges emirnerated abov'e, in 
regard to prnctising m Great Britain or entering into the Indian Medical 
Service, nor will they enjot' tin* exem])ticiTis at present given to them, if 
they go for further study to Great Britain. 
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T.TST OF DELEGATES WHO ATTENDED THE SEPOND UNTYEE- 

SITJES' CONEiaiENllL 


UNIVERSITY 

J. Calcttta .. .. 1. 

2 . 

o 

Oa 

2. Rombaa' . . . . 4. 

\ 

3. abbas .. ..7. 

8 . 

9. 

4. Pan JAB . . . 10. 

11 . 

]2. 

5. Allahabad .. 13. 

14. 

15. 


NAMES OF DELEGATES. 

Dr. "W. S. Urqiihurt, M.A., D.Litt., 
VifU'CliJiiicellor, Calcutta Uni- 
versity. 

Rai Rcihadur Upend ranntli Brali- 
inacliari, M.A., M.D., Ph.D,, F.A. 
S.B. 

Syamaprasad Mookerjee, Esq., 
'M.A, B.L., Bai-at-Law. M.L.C., 
Advocate. 

Prof. ?. A. Y'aAui. M.A.. Dean of 
the Faculty of Arts, Bombay 
University. 

K. R. Kanitkar, Esq., M.A., B.Sr., 
Principal, Fergusson College, Poona. 

Dj. Jivraj N. i\Ielda, M.D., IM.R. 

C. P.. Seth Gordhaudas Simder- 
da"^ Merlica) Colio-ic. Bombay. 

Dhvan Bahadur K. Ranmmii Menon, 
M.A., Va C”C]iau( ^'Ihir, Madras 
Uni verity. 

The Rev. A G. rlna-, M.A., D Litt., 
Princ-j]ial C'hristian College, 
Madiim. 

The ITon'hle Rao Bahadur G. A. 
Natesnn, B.A., Editor, Indian 
Review, IMadras, 

Prof. A, C. AVooIner, M.A., C.I.E., 
A ice-Chancell(»T, the Panjab L"ni- 
versity, Lahore. 

Rev. E. D, Luras, M.A.> D.D., Pli. 

D. , Principal, F.C. College, Lahore. 

Dr. S. S. Bhatnagar, D.Sc., F. Inst, 
r., Lhiiversity Professor of Physical 
Chemistry, Lahore. 

Prof. S. G. Dunn, M.A., I.E.S., Dean, 
Faculty of Arts, Allahabad 
Uiiiver.sity. 

Dr. Megli Nad Salia, D.Sc.. F.R.S., 
Profes.sor of Ph3asics, Allahabad 
University. 

Pandit Arnarnatha Jhn, M.A., Read- 
er in English, Alluphabad Uni- 
versity. 
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6. Benapes Hindu » • 16. Pflndit M&dsjii Mohau Mflpl&viya, H.A.j 

LL.B., Vice-Ctancellorj Benares 
Hindu University. 

17. A. B. Dhruva, Esq., M.A., LL.B., 

I.E.S. (Betd.) Pro-Viee-Chancel- 
lor, Benares Hindu University 
and Principal, Central Hindu 
College, Benares. 

18. Prof. M.B. Bane, M.A., Head of the 

Department of Chemistry, Benares 
Hindu L^niversity. 

7. Mysoue , . .. 19. A. B. ^\ adia. Esq., B.A., Bar-at-Law, 

Dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
Professor of Philosophy, Maha- 
raja’s College, Mysore. 

20. ]Sr. S. Subha Bao, Esq., M.A., Bar- 

at-Law, Director of Public In- 
struct i on, Mysore State, Bangalore 
Citv. 

V til. B. M. Srikantayya, Esq., M.A., B.L., 

Begistrar, Mysore University. 

8. Patna .. .. 22. C. E. Fawcus, Esq., M.A.. Director 

of Public Instruction, Patna. 

23. Bai Bahadur Dwarka Xath, B.A., 

LL.B. Vakil, Muzafnrpur. 

21. Sir Sultan Ahmad, Bar-at-Law, 

Vice-Chancellor. Patna University. 

9. OsMANiA .. .. 25. Sir Akbar Hydari. Kawab Hyder 

Nawaz Jung Bahadur, B.A., 
Finance Member. Executive Council, 
Hyderabad Deccan. 

26. Md. Abdur Bahman Khan, Esq., 

B.A.. B.Sc.. A.B.C.Sc. (London), 
Principal, Osmania L'niversity 
College, Hyderabad-Deccan. 

27. Qazi Md Husain, Esq., M.A., LL.B. 

Professor of Mathematics, Oa- 
mania University College, Hyder- 
abad-Deccan. 

10. Aligaeh Muslim .. 28. Nawab Masiid Jang Bahadur Syed 

Bos.s Masud, B.A., (Oxon) L.L.D., 
Bar-at-Law, Vice-Chancellor, Ali- 
garh Muslim University. 

29. E. A, Horne, Esq., M.A., I.E.S. , 

Pro- Vice-Chancel lor, Aligarh Muslim 
University. 

30. M. M. Sharif, Esq., B.A., Prof, of 

Philosophy, Aligarh Muslim Uni- 
versity. 


11, Bangoon 


B • 
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12. Lucknow .. ..31. 

32. 

33. 

13. Dacca , . . . 34. 

35. 

36. 

It. Delhi .. -.37. 

38. 

39. 

15. Nagpur .. ..40. 

41. 

42. 

16. Andhra .. ..43. 

44. 

45. 

17. Agra . . . . 46. 

47. 

48. 


Dr. M. B. Cameron, M.A., D.Litt., 
Vice-Chancellor. 

Dr. Wali Mohammad, M.A., Ph.D., 
I.E.S., Dean, Faculty of Science, 
Lucknow University. 

Prof. S. B. Smith, M.A., Dean, 
Faculty of Arts, Lucknow Uni- 
versity. 

Prof. G. H. Langley, M.A., LE.S., 
Vice-Chancellor, Dacca Univer- 
sity. 

Dr. S. K. Dc, M.A., D.Litt., Dean, 
Faculty of Arts, Dacca Univer- 
sity. 

Prof. S. N. Bose, M.Sc., Dean, Fa- 
culty of Science. Dacca L iiiversity. 

Rai Bahadur Moti Sagar, LL.D., 
Vice-Chancellor, Delhi University. 

Rev. C. B. Young, M.A., St. 
Stephen’s College, Delhi. 

H, L. Chablani, Esq., M.A., Head 
of the Department of Economics 
and Dean of the Faculty of Arts, 
Delhi Lmi versify. 

Prof, J. B. Raju, M.A., B.Sc. 
(Oxon.), I.E.S., Deputy Director 
of Public Instruction, Nagpur. 

Rao Bahadur N. K. Kelkar, B.A., 
LL.B., Balaghat. 

Rai Bahadur Hira Lai, B.A., Katni. 

C. R. Reddy, Esq., M.A. (Cantab.), 
Vice-Chancellor. 

Rev. A. B. Johnston, M.A., Prin- 
cipal, Noble College, Masulipatam. 

V. Appa Rao, Esq,, M.A., L.T., 
Additional Professor of Physics, 
Presidency College, Madras. 

The Hon’ble Munshi Narayan 
Prasad Asthana, M.A., LL.B., 
Vice-Chancellor, Agra Umver- 
sity. 

Dr. Ganesh Prasad, M.A., D.Sc., 
Hardinge Professor of Higher 
Mathematics, Calcutta Univer- 
sity. 

Lala Diwan Chand, M.A., Principal, 
D.A.V. College, Cawnpore. 
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18. Anxaiialat .. 49. S. E. Eaiiffanadhan, Esq., M.A., 

I.E.S., YiL'e-Chancdlor, Anaama- 
lai University . 

50. Rt. Hon’ble V. S. Srinivas Sastri 

AvL, P.C., Servants of India 
Society. 

51. Rao Bahadur Dr. A. LakslimanO' 

swaiiii Mudaliar Avl., B.A., 
M.D., Madras. 

' Government OF Txdia .. 52. R. Littl(diailes, Esq., M.A,, TME., 

Educaticmal Commissioner with 
the Government of India. 

53. The Hon'ble Sir John Thompson, 

K.C.I.E., Chief Commissioner, 
Delhi Province. 

54. Sir T. Vijairaghavacliana, K.B.E., 

V i c e-Cha i rnian, Iniperia 1 C ouncil 
of Agricultural Research. 

Public Service (lMMISSiox 55. AY. E. Barker, Esq , C.B., President:, 

Public Smvice Commission. 


Secretary to the Conference. 

Professor P, Seahadri, M.A., Principal, )S. D. College, Cawnpore, 
and Secretary, Inter- University Board, India. 


Sir Philip Hartog attended the Conference by invitation. 









INFERENCE OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES 
HELD IN 1929 AT DELHI. 


Chapter I. 


Proceedings of October 30th 1929. 

(Iiiauaural Addicss Ly His Excellency the Viceroy). 


The Second C(jnferojice of Indian Universities was opened b}" 
His Excellency the Viceroy in the 0. Assembly Hall, Delhi Uni- 
versity Bu]ldinf:s, at 11 A.M. on AVedin*sday, the 30ih October. 
1929. Resides, deleii.ites rejirescntni^ all the Idnversilies excepting 
Rangoon, and tIk' icpi(>,-,(‘ntatives of the Govern riunit cd India, and the 
rul)lR S» ■rvii'e ( 'oiniiiis^ion, there was a lartre and dListin<'uished onthering 
iinludiiig ladii's. There weie present meinlers of the A'iceroy’s E.xeeii- 
tiv(' Council, oilicers of ttu- Piducation Department of the Governmeui 
of India, oflieials of the Delhi University, leading non-officials of the city 
and se\cral ilistmgiiislicd educationists, besides lecturers and professors 
ot tlie lr)ca) (‘(.llcues. 

llis Pixfellency Lord Irwin arrived punctually at 11 A.M. and was 
received ])y the delegates who conducted the Viceroy into the 
t haniber, Riof. A. C. Woolnor, (’h airman of the Inter University Board 
lor the .ir L’e<[lU‘^ted lin Excellency to open the Conference, His 
Ex('elleu('v the Viceroy addres-^ed the Conference as follows : — 

Gentloineii, 


It i," a gieat pleasure to me to join you toda}’ at the inauguration 
of your pr(K er'diijHs .md to l)e able to welcome to Delhi such a distiuguish- 
ed body rcjiri'seutiitivc of the wliole of Indian Iffiiversity life. I 
know' that all (d yon are InihV men, ill able to sjaire the time demanded of 
you in atteinliua a ((inference like this and it is a cause, therefore, for 
all the givat(*r sati.>laction that such a large miiuber of deleiiates should 
be pre.^eid , 


Of the iiec'd for a body such as yours, I think tla're ( an b(‘ mi doubt. 
T1 ic institution ol tlu' Intcu-Uiuversity Board Wi»s the direct outcome of 
the resolutions passed at the first Gni versifies’ Conic'renee held at Simla 
in 1924 and I think that tiiosi^ to wliosi* initiativ(‘ that Conference was 
due may rightly eongratidati^ tlieinselves <m tlie nrsiilts which have 
sprung Iroiii tlicir endeavmirs. 


Since 1919, wlieii Gru'i'rnment inav be said to hav(‘ first aimed at 
the localised, I'csidential and nnilaiy ty]M‘ ol nnivaosity. India has made 
rapid strides. Tlie number of lu*r iiinvei'sities has increased more than 
three-fold. Moreover, the conrst‘ of university reform in other countrie.s 
and the r(‘])ort of the Calcutta University ronimission havr^ had their 
ellect both on tJie tyjie of the new’ institutions est.iblishod in India and 
on the character of the reorganisation wUlch some of the older universi- 
ties have undergone. 

iSncIi iinpKirtant developments ns these nnturaJly suggested tho 
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extent by the Inter-Uni vensity Board. Its record of work since its 
inception whether in compiling information regarding courses of study 
and curricula of Indian Universities or as a convenient forum for the 
exchange of ideas regarding the life and ideals of these institutions among 
those most closely associated with them, has been wholl)" admirable. 

Indeed, when I consider the results you have achieved, I feel the 
hesitation natural to one who offers advice to a body of experts of 
their uwii sabject. But for reasons which I will shortly make plain, I 
think there are few mure important things in these da^rs than universities 
and I wish, therelore, in this perspective and as a layman to make such 
comments, as 1 may, upon university education in the hojie that others 
more coiuia-tent may he tissisttal to find a sabisfactnr}^ solution of the 
[uoblems which here f;ue educational statesiiiaiislii]). 

Let me in jiaraiil hesis say that 1 make no apology for aHirmiug 
that such jt^obhmis exist. A country that lelt itself to be immune from 
tile iK'ccssity fui a jifuiodii o'S'erliaid of its ediicationn] jioln'v would 
eitfier ha\(‘ all.' lin'd perfertioii whicli is denied to iiumaii effort, or have 
unwittingly frillen into that jjaralysiug atmosjiLere of sclf-satisfac lioii 
which speJL-^ stagiiatioii. hs either is true of Iinlia. 

liulia. is ra])id]y growing. Her problem is nothiug less than tlio 
adaptation, witlioiit too violent a jar or stress, of an ancient and organic 
structure of soi-iei g to the dvnaniie forces of evolution that are driving 
the modern woild. 

New forces are iiiovnig, unloosing. New energies are kindling the 
imaginations and tlie hojies of iiullions of future citizens of India at their 
most impressionable age. (an this ardour of youth, this coursing of 
blond through the young veins of India, be utilised and directed to con- 
structive ends, or will it become .in explosive force charged with incalcu- 
lable danger to the future of the laud ? 

This question .>hould be wiitten in flaming characlcrs over the 
desks of all who guide jiuhlic opinion or polic}'. 

Let Us look bark. The fii-st Indian uiiiver.'^itics which were found- 
ed some 70 years ago on th(' model of the London Lbiiversitv, aimed 
])rimarily at ascertaining, liy means of examinations, the proficiency 
acquired by candidittes in tlu' different branches of knowledge. Teaching 
was left to culleg(‘s. In .some of these students fell under the iiifluenee of 
teachiTs nurtured traditions of the older Brilisli Universities and thus 
imbibed ideah of conduct which helped to produce not only scholars but 
men endowed with the light of idealism and with force of character. 

But the first Indian universities did not, in the earlier stages of 
their existence, concern themselves directly with training and develop- 
ing the personality of those on whom they conferred the hall-mark of 
scholastic proficiency. Though the legislation of 1904 went some way 
to recognise the wider functions of a university in the matter 
of di.mipline and residency, it was not until 15 years later that, 
as result of the ( alcutta Univensity Commission, their scope of activity 
was definitely conceived as embracing not merely the training of intellect, 
but the formation of character. 

In the light of this conception some universities have been reorga- 
nised, some have been created and the experience of the working of these 
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p> osuos isuf u uiiq oAui aitu -^p s’orqpA jo uot4't;[ )Ojddp ar qoiTS 4noi|4rAv q 
soAPOj oq ji f'OJi'fq Ajouiiuop spq A4i‘^Jo\iuii i; 41; SniuriMi sthuu y '4TIOT11 
-ijptif JO pjppup;^ 4qJ)'ij p p) A4iss,t0cHi oq; 4jos‘=>u: pjrio.A [ 'A’jpuooo^i 

\V 4 lAI 40 i; s tTUUI jo v' 0 ijOo 04 P 0 SIUJIJ'BA 

oq; q4i.A dn niof puK 04111 iq 04 qi^noito m;Tunq oq 4sniii doq; 'ojq siq 
JO saoiinrpp oAi4T;jo.)Op pm; s4TiouTqsL[diiioooT! pijoopjj^ oq; upq; iipui v 04 
aioni oq 04 jun; otijpa ]i;oj Jfoq; oarij 04 oiu tjoibosoj pm; ijiinupoj ji ‘pun 
: oAJosoid 04 yoAJO'^'luoq4 o; ar o.ao ‘diqsjpfoqos jo somoq oq; sp ‘soi4rsiOAiun 
oq; qoiqAi qojposoi pun jiiimipoj jo ji.ippupqs oq; 4siq sj o.ioqp 

: sSuiq; ooiq; Xjjpdioiiud ueom ; ‘iipoui j ;p'pA iCjTjduiP oui 4oq; 

■spippup;^ niP4TiTpiu pup ojpojo 04 sr d4isjoAnin v jo 
uoTjounj oq; vCps pjuoqs j ‘oouoquos p ni lO^Asnu ^4 p^q f JJ I /;TsjOAiTni 
p JO noi;ounj oq; XqpT;iioss 9 sr 4 pqA 4 pm; ttiojj ;oodxo Ajjpoj oav op ;pip\V 
'jo;4Pin ojoqA4 oq; jo jouioq oq; Xjoins fit ;pqM 04 out sSuuq sTqj, 

■MOtAoi pup sisoq;uiCs 10 j jptio;pui qonm sn uoat 8 
i^ppoijp ypq ‘;uauiSpuC jpuq ;Tmjod 0; ;JoqB 00; st ;t qSnoq; 'suoT4n;i;fiUi 



•S93l9ap lOJ piBpUB^S 'Q JiOt 

00^ pe^pi^^g 9iiT9q pnu Smptnjmap jo jaSn-Bp amos ni %ou aiB 

P aananpuT gq; .lapnn ‘sc^uapn^s paB s^naiBd pxiB saAjasmaq^^ saips 
“JOAiun jaq:;aqAv jo ‘pairraojddi? X[;uaTjq|ns aiB X^rsiaAmn b jo sjBapT anij. 
aqj laqjaqAV Acpoj paApsvno qsR oj JAcq o.a ptaj jPEd si 4.Bq; jng; 

‘j[nsoi iriqjo on pcq oABq pjnoa ^jddus aqj ioao piiBinap 
aq; JO ssooxa oqj jBqj puB sauq^nb [GoniRqaaui jo ranoipoin b i^jaiara pa 
-pucuiap sA'cjp laiTiioj m ^.iiiropnjs jiaq; pajoJajfl soqrsjaAinn aqj qaiq^v joj 
HU04T?dnaoo aqj jyq:). ^isai limiyux.i ^'soj pojmbaj s^iiiqj jo japjo p{0 aqj 
qnq; 0q Ariiii xi ‘Aonoraqonl jo spiBpntU'^ djqBaosBoiua qjTM pag 
-srjBs eiB pnii priuniap omos jBqj ooTiojajnr aqj oj AjqBjiAOur pBa[ oj smaas 
^^oijife'jaATtin snorjBA eqj. J^uouib sassaonns jo un4iocIoi(Isip aqj^ ‘puim 
in oujoq sirAAjB si piq siq; jaq;oqAv japuo.A 04 uuuiab[ oqj aojoj Bipuj 
ut morjTjniTUBxa oAijuadaioo [jajnqa'^ni Aijnaaaj jo sqpiaoi aqj^ 

'sqooq 

PJT nodii j)a[|oaio aq 04. A[(I(Ii; abui oqAV asoqj iiTuqoiMj rji iq qqoid 04 
AUyoBdBa pnij aji[1([B jo jiiq s[iTiiu),d^-ssiqo aitu no poapm aon ^noijoajas 
asi,),i,ixa o; jmnoq AjisiaAiiin 1; iBrjj sAVOrjnj ji ’uotjupi Jod eqj. jo q]nq 
aqj o; ^[|Bj q.nT[Av iv\[i uTOjj. Aiqinib ni jngj.qjrp qioAi loj suibij 41 
as'oqj aiiMbud o; paiLD non aij A;I-’a^l■).)n jo jsuiit Aji^naAinu b jj 

■AOTTGTaqjO TTITinilXBTn Sjf 

qoRa JOJ aiiia.K nj AJBssaoan si aaiTaiaqi]) ^nyj jo noTjinKojai JKap b pn-g 
jnajapip ApfjnarinqjTnij n^’jR ajH Aoq4 jiuj naqjo qoBo nj dJBjuacriajdraOD 
[JTTB A'jjunoj abb joj [Bi^Tia^s > ojc ^•TKB^ujijsiii JO saddj qjog; 

■xo|dTooo jnrT* a^oaqjp aioui aq^ nrrqj ajq S41 04 XjBSsaaatt ssaj 

TTisniisi^jo iini \q 1; tii sqaj japlnus’ aqi ■logrlr^ara aqj aii’a 04 'jo Aaj04S doq 
oq; noq; 4ni’4Jodinr jo 04 joirajnr ojb onippriq b jo bTioii'Bpxmoj aqq 

4t;t[j Afis |p)A SB jqoLiii ouq ’Aiqd 04 4JBd jBijnasso jtaqj 4on oABq jajaBj 

asaq4 4>:q4 isAo'nns p[noAv 'po,)|)in 'aoo 0\^ ‘jopjo joaioj b jo snoT4n4 
-Tjmi 4BTnj[4P,)iipo JO pnij AjisiaArnn n jo snoijaunj naoAijaq noijonijsip 
J'Baj B 0jaq4 4(0(4 lacjinaTTiaj 04 'qniq; j tiot4Bn 0q4 

JO sja()rB>( oqi aq oj (xauijsap oiB orpvx a3oq4 jo x^ninnuj v^qj sjoafqo niBUi 
sjT JO ano JOJ oitiivBq sb uouranpa A4rsjaAinn jo traqoda aABq j 

‘qSB4 iiaqj JOJ jUaradinba a[qBSuadsrpnr 
aqj Ki qarqA\ .lajoBiBqa ptiu pnim *Apoq jo asTod 4Bq4 aimboB 04 STiiniBi4 
d4isjaAnTa Jiaqi .vq p34s'is’SB aq upa daqi si; SmpjooaB qiBj jo paaoans (jim 
iCaq4 s^Tnq4 asaq; qp iii puB Ai4snpni ^.Bipiix piiB aiTi44tiaTj5B s^Bipnj 
JO 4Tianido[aAap puB noisnudxa aqj iijiij A[aSjBj pnA AjiaodBO iiaqj hq 
■ aaiAJas aqqnd aqj jo A4i(Bnb ajii jnj aqj pnadap A(a5iB( qiAi raaqj hq 

"sasjnoD ifjisjaATun 

JToq4 q3nojq4 iiuissncT .Aou siioijBJauoS aq4 jo jojobibijo aqq no djal^JBj 
ptiadaj) qiAi suoijB^^qqo AJBjqini puB (tato jo snoiiBoqdinT (|b qjTAi 'Bipuj 
JO ajnjuj (BDijqud aqx -asKBai Aaqj sdyqjad npqj joabiS saijqiqisuod 
-S9I oABq "nani ajB Aoq; iiaqAi. q(T.A ^Bpoj jo Bipnj jo qjnod! aqx 

■pjaoqs Aaq4 J'cqj I ^'41 a 

SI 4j j sjnamajinbaj asaqj Siiqjqjuj saijisiOAinn ino 'saAjasino qsB qsnni 
9AV ''iiaqj aiy 'ajq oqqiid jo sqjuAS. suotjba oqj (jb tit sjaqjo SuipBaj jo 
napjTiq aqj (jbj djaSitfj jsnni tiani djisjaAitui aqj no jBqj qniq4 OAi naqAi 
4tI9IBddE ST SpiBpUBJS qOHS 3 uTJT130S jo aOlIB4Iodn4T JTJJTA 9qx 
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But whatever the cause, the gravity of the effects of low university 
standards can hardly be cxag^enited. They lower a university’s reputa- 
tion. They debase it from what is its real and only purpose, the 
maintenance of those standards on which our civilisation depends and 
which ought to be to civic life exactly what a high standard of work- 
manship IS to the craft concerned. 

I have laid, I hope, not undue emphasis on the part that universi- 
ties must play in the building up of character. Por this I have the high 
authority of the Calcutta University Comtnissirin and of the example 
of the ancient universities cf Oxford and Cambridge. If this pa,rt of their 
work is to be done efficient]}^, universities in India must, I fancy, more 
and more evolve on the residential and tutorial lines, or, if they must 
retail their affiliating character, iii'^ist on the provision of adequate 
facilities for higher teaching in the constituent colleges and for the 
fostering in their colleges of a healthy and stimulating corporate life 
among the students. 

They must, on the one hand, see that their standards of instructioD 
and examination are, high enough to ensure that those who attain them 
are really capable nf perfonjurm the tasks for which they will be nominally 
declared proficient, and, on the other, insist on maintaining such stan- 
dards of admission as to exclude thos'^ who have neither the capacity 
nor equipment to profit l)y university training. 

Sir Philip Hartog and his colleagues have made the suggestion that 
if Government were no longer to insist on a university degree as a 
passport to service except for the higher appointments, the pressure 
on universities and colleges would probably be relieved. This suggestion, 
alone with others in the review, is one on which a body such as yours is 
eminently qualified to give an opinion and you will perhaps give it your 
consideration. 

One other objective I would put forward for your consideration, 
namely, the prevention of uneconomical overlapping among the large 
number of universities that now exist in India. It w^ould clearly impose 
great financial strain, on those responsible for the upkeep of these insti- 
tutions, to equip each one of them all for the efficient study of all 
branches of the arts and sciences. It would also be wasting the oppor- 
tunities for specialisation that the history or the environment of particu- 
lar universities provide. This question seems to need special study 
at your hands. 

University reform, even if it were begun, would be short-lived 
if public opinion did not realise its value and lend to it its support. 
As parents and guardians, as employers, as leaders of opinion, it is the 
members of the public w'ho have to be convinced of the need for reform. 

In particular, the parents whose natural affection for their children 
is often apt to lead them to form exaggerated hopes of their capacity, 
have to be educated to a recognition of the importance of impartial 
discrimination, so as to save themselves the expense and their children 
the disappointment, that comes of giving a university education to those 
who are naturally unfitted for it. 

It is at* once your privilege and your duty to study the necessity 
for and the scope of university reform, to suggest measures for the 
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consideration of those with whom the duty of taking decisions 
may rest, and to rouse and educate public opinion. I wish you ever 
success in the discharge of your heavy and important respon- 
sibility.” 

Prof. A.C. Woolner, on behalf of the Conference, thanked the Vice- 
roy for his kindness in coming over to open the Conference. Their 
gratitude was tht; greater, because they knew that there were many calls 
on His Excellency's time, especially so soon after his return from 
England where he had gone certainly not on a holiday, as could be 
judged by press reports. He offered to His Excellency a very hearty 
welcome back to India after an important mission (cheers). If the 
promoters and the orginnsers of the Conference had felt any qualms of 
conscience in making the request, which His Excellency had acceded 
to, of opening this Conference, so soon after his return from England, 
then thev would find enough justification in the atldress which His 
ExcelleiK y hnd jiist deliv^ocd. They w^uild find lu it His Excellency’s 
tcell-kiU'WU intcrmt in Tlom.'usi* di University edueation and in the im- 
portance of ih.u ediieatioii for Uie tunire prngre^'^ of this country (cheers.) 
The strengtii of .,ny linjlding must depend not only upon the design, 
but also in tlie sliengtli of the bnildiug nKiterial ineil. ddie, building 
material on which the Rtreugtli oi tJu* 'Structure of future India would 
• lepend woiilrl largely Ix' the products of the Indian Hm versifies, 
colleges and schools Comlitions, ur* doubt, varied fiom jirovince to pro- 
vince ; there wnmld be some d.ingor in insisting or atteinjiting any 
kind of uniformity, and tbeir object should be rather to encourage 
independent deveiopiment. People from that point of view might regard 
with some apprehension the collection of representatives of Univer- 
sities in one place. But India tvas not merely a geographical expres- 
sion and there was a great deal in common between the Universities 
even at the extremitie.^ of tlic country. At tlie same time^ the object 
of the Conference W'n.s not mereh" to attempt at unifonnity ; for any 
one who studi(‘d the lepoil^ ot the fiist Conference and the proceed- 
ings of the Inter-University B(jard, would have noticed that they 
had taken great care to avend tiesjiiissiiLg on the individual freedom 
of the Universities. But wdien similar jiroblems arose m diflereiit parts 
of the country, a representative liody like tlie Inter-Uni versify Board, 
or this Conference, could di.seiiss them and give their seal of approval, 
and then those proposals rect-ived eertahily very much greater force or 
authority than otherwise. Tliere might be great many difficulties in 
arriving at cut and dry solutions on questions like, for instance, pro- 
per training in high schools, wastage in schools and systematised 
education. Such questions were discussed from time to time and it 
might be impossible to get all the Universities into line and yet it 
wos of great value, from time to time, to compare notes on the 
subjects and ascertain the trend of opinion in regard to them. A 
Conference of this kind representing the academic feeling and tradition 
of tie Universities was of value also in the maintenance and uphold- 
ing of the teaching profession. In Universities themselves professors 
might have little to complain, but if they took the whole body of teach- 
ers in colleges and schools, they would find that they were often 
subjected to conditions which would not enable them to do well for their 
work and consequently for their country. The teacher was also asking 
for freedom, freedom he shonld have not only from the tyranny of 
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SECOND CONFEEENCE OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES 

HELD IN 1929 AT DELHI. 


CHAPTER II. 

PROCEEDINGS OF OCTOBER THE 30te. 

After the terminfition of the inaugural proceedings, the delegates 
re-assembled in the Chamber. Mr. 'Woolner presided. He outlined the 
procedure for consideration of the subjects on the agenda and advised 
the formation of three committees to report thereon. 

The Universities represented at the Conference then elected three 
Committees and assigned particular items of the agenda to each of them. 

The Committees were composed as follows:— 

Committee (A), on items I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII and VIII, of the 
a genda ; 

Committee (B), on items No. IX, X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, and XV 
of the agenda ; 

Committee (C), on items No. XVI, XVII, XVIII, XIX , and XX of 
the agenda, 
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University. 

Calcutta 

Bomliay 

Madras 

Panjab 

Allahabad 

Benares Hindu . . 

Mysore 

•i 

Patna 

O.smania 

Aligarh Muslim . . 

Lucknow 

Dacca 

Delhi 

Nagpur 

Andhra 

Agra 

Annamalai 

Government of 
India 

Pubhc Service 
Commission 


Committee A. 


Dr. W. S. Urquhart, 

P. A. Wadia, Esq., 

Diwaii Bahadur K. 
RatQunni Menon, 

Eev. E. D. Lucas, 

Pt, Amaranatha Jha, 
(Secretary) 


N. S. Subba Rao, 
Esq., 

G. E. Fawcus, Esq,, 

Sir Akhar Hydari, 

Dr. Syed Ross 
l\[asud, 

Dr. M. B. Came- 
ron (Chairman) 

G. H. Langley, Esq., 

Rev. C. B. A'oung, 

Rao Bahadur N.K. 
Kelkar, 

C. R. Reddy, Esq,, 

The Hon’ble Mun- 
shi Narayan Pra- 
sad Astbana . 

S. E. Rangauadhan, 
Esq., 

R. Littlehailes, Esq., 

¥. E. Barker, Esq., 


Committee B. 


Syama prasad 
Mookerjee, Esq., 

K. R. Kanitkar, 
Esq., 

The Hon'ble Rao 
Bahadur G. A. 
Natesan. 

Prof. A. C. Woolner, 
Prof, S. G. Dunn, 

Principal A. B. 
Dhruva, (Chair- 
man) 

A. R. Wadia, Esq., 

Rai Bahadur Dwar- 
ka Nath, 

Qazi Md. Husain, 
Esq., 

M. M. Sharif, Esq., 
(Secretary) 

Prof. S. B. Smith, 

Dr. S. K. De, 

Rai Bahadur Dr. 

Moti Sagar, 

Prof. J. B, Raju, 

Rev. A, B. Johnston 
Lala Diwan Chand, 

S. E. Ranganadhan, 
Esq., 

Sir John Thompson, 
W. E, Barker, Esq,, 


Committee C. 


Rai Bahadur 
Upendranath 
Brahmacharij 
Dr. Jivraj N. 
Mehta, 

Rev. A. G. Hogg, 


S. S. Bhatnagar, 
Esq., 

Dr, Megh Nad 
Saha, (Secre- 
tary) 


Prof. M, B. Rane, 

B. M. Srikan- 
tayya, Esq., 

Sir Sultan Ahmed, 
(Chairman] 

Md. Abdur Rah- 
man, Esq., 

E. A. Horne, Esq., 

Dr. Wali Moham- 
mad, 

S. N. Bose, Esq., 

H. L. Chablani Esq. 

Ptai Bahadur Hira- 
lal 

V. Appa Rao, Esq., 

Dr. Ganesh Pra- 
sad, 

S. E, Ranganadhan, 

Esq., 

Sir T. Vijaya- 
raghavacharya, 

W. R, Barker, Esq, 



SECOND CONFERENCE OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES 

HELD IN 1929 AT DELHI. 


CHAPTER HI. 

PROCEEDINGS OF OCTOBER THE 30th, 

The three Committees met separately and submitted their propo- 
as follow : — 

PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEE (A.) 

Present. 

1. Dr. M. B. Cameron, (Lucknow) Chairman. 

2. Dr. W. S. Urquhart, (Calcutta). 

3. G. H. Langley. Esq., (Dacca). 

4. P. A. Wadia, Esq.. (Bombay). 

5. Diwan Bahadur K. Ramunni Menon, (Madras). 

6. Rev. C. B. Young, (Delhi). 

7. Kao Bahadur N. K. Kelkar, (Nagpur). 

8. Rev, E. D. Lucas, (Panjab). 

9. Sir Akbar Hydari, (Osmama). 

10. Dr. Syed Ross Masnd, (Abgarh). 

11. The Hon’ble Munshi Narayan Prasad Asthana, (Agra). 

12. S. E. Ranganadhan, Esq., (Annamalai). 

13. C. R. Reddy, Esq., (Andhra). 

14. G. E. Fawcus, Esq., (Patna). 

15. W. R. Barker, Esq., (Public Service Commission). 

16. R. Littlehaile.s, pLsq., (Government of India). 

17. N. S. Subha Rao, Esq., (Mysore). 

18. Pandit Amarnatha Jha, (Allahabad) Secretary. 

ITEM VII : 

A. The Conference recommends that an All-India Medical Council, 

having representatives of universities having Medical Faculties, 
of the Government of India, and of the independent medical prac- 
titioners be immediately created. 

B. That pending the creation of such a Council, this Conference urges 

upon the Government of India the necessity, as a temporary 
measure, of appointing immediately an All-India Medical Board^ 
consisting of representatives of Universities from their Medical 
Faculties and of the Government of India, for determining and 
supervising medical qualifications and standards in Indian Uni- 
versities. 

C. That this Conference is of opinion that the appointment of a Com- 

missioner of Medical qualifications and standards contemplated 
by tlie Government of India is not in consonance with the best 
interests of Medical Education in India. 

D. That it be recommended to the Government of India that every 

efiort should be made to secure that the interests of the students 
would not be prejudiced by any delay in taking such action as 
proposed above. 

AMARNATHA JHA, 

SecTet(^y. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEE (B.) 

P B E S E N T . 

1. A. B. DLruva, Esq., M.A., LL.B. (Benares) Chairman 

2. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, Esq., M.A., B.L. Bar-at-Law, M.L..C., 

(Calcutta). 

3. K. R. Kanitkar, Esq.. M.A., B.Sc., (Bombay). 

4. The Hon'ble Bao Bahadur G. A. Natesan, (Madras). 

5. A. C. Woolner, Esq., M. A., C.I.E., (Banjab). 

6. S. G. Dunn, Esq., M. A,, (Allahabad). 

7. A. R. Wadia., Esq., B.A., (Mysore). 

8. Rai Bahadur Dwarka Nath, B.A., LL.B., (Patna). 

9. Qazi Md. Husain, Esq,, M.A., LL.B., (Osmania). 

10. Prof. S. B. Smith, M. A., (Lucknow). 

11. Dr. S. K. De, M. A., D. Litt., (Dacca). 

12. Rai Bahadur Dr. Moti Sagar, LL, D., (Delhi), 

13. Prof. J. B. Rajn, M. A., (Nagpur). 

14. Rev. A. B. Johnston, M. A., (Andhra). 

15. Lala Diwan Chand, M. A., (Agra). 

16. Sir John Thompson, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., (Government of India). 

17. M. M. Sharif, Esq., (Aligarh), Secretary. 

ITEM No. IX : 

The following resolutions were passed : — 

1. That this Conference recommends that Physical training be 

made compulsory for all under- graduate students of Indian 
Universities, except in the case of those who are certified 
to be medically unfit. 

(Proposed by M. M. Sharif (Aligarh) and carried by a 
majority — 9 voting for and 4 against.) 

2. That this Conference recommends to the Government that 

University Training Corps be formed in those Universities 
in which they do not exist at present, and that additional 
provision be made for extending the University Training 
Corps where they already exist. 

(Proposed by Prof. J. B. Raju (Nagpur) and seconded by 
Rao Bahadur G. A. Natesan (Madras). 

Carried nem con. 

3. That in the opinion of this Conference, it is desirable that 

Universities should take steps to provide theoretical instruc- 
tion in subjects of military interest by instituting a Univer- 
sity Chair of Military Studies, and securing the services of a 
qualified military instructor for the purpose. 

(Proposed by Prof, J. B. Raju (Nagpur) and carried by a 
majority — 7 voting for and 5 against). 
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4. Tliat this Conference recomffiends to the Government of India 

and the various local Governments to make necessary pro- 
vision in their budgets to give efiect to these resolutions. 

(Put from the Chair and carried unanimously). 

5, That this Conference is of opinion that the Universities and 

Local Governments should make provision of funds either 
wholly or partly, in order to enable affiliated Colleges to make 
physical training compulsory. 

(Proposed by Mr. Kanitkar (Bombay) and carried by a 
majority. 

ITEM h X : 

That this Conference considers it inadvisable for it to make any 
general recommendation on the question of attaching value to class work 
in University Examinations. 


M. M. SHARIF, 


Secrdari/. 
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PROCEEDINGS OP COMMITTEE (C.) 

Present. 

1 . Sir Sultan Ahmad, (Patna) Chairman. 

2. Md. Abdur Rahman, Esq., (Osmania). 

3. S. N. Bose, Esq., (Dacca). 

4- S. S. Bhatnagar, Esq., (Panjab.) 

5. Sir T. Vijayaraghavacharya, (Government of India). 

6. Dr. Ganesh Prasad, (Agra). 

7. Prof. M. B. Rane, (Benares). 

8. Rai Bahadur Hiralal, (Nagpur), 
y. E. A. Horne, Esq., (Aligarh). 

10. Rev, A. G. Hogg, (Madras). 

11. V. xAppa Rao, Esq., (Andhra). 

12. Dr. Wali Mohammad, (Lucknow). 

It3. B. M. Srikantayya, Esq., (Mysore). 

14. Dr. Jivraj N. Mehta, (Bombay) 

If). Rai Bahadur Upendranath Brahmacliari, (Calcutta). 

16. Dr. Megh Nad Saha, (Allahabad) Secretary. 

ITEM XVI: 

The following resolutions were passed : — 

That the Committee do re-afErm the proposal of the first Con- 
ference regarding the constitution of a Central Advisory Board for 
Scientific Research and request the Government of India to provide funds 
to give effect to the same. 

2. That the Conference do invite the Indian Science Congress to 
co-operate with the Conference to attain this object. 

ITEM XT II : 

The Committee is of opinion that no recommendation is 
necessary on this item. 

ITEM XVIII : 

The Committee is of opinion that no recommendation is 
necessary on this item. 

ITEM XIX : 

The Committee recommends to the different Universities 
that their doctorate degrees should be thrown open to all the M.A’s, 
and M.Sc.'s. of other Indian Universities. 


MEGH NAD SAHA, 

Secretary. 
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SECOND CONFERENCE OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES 

H h:LD IN 1929 AT DELHI. 


CHAPTER IV. 

PROCEEDINGS OF OCTOBER THE 30x3. 

(Continued). 

At 3.30 p.m., all the delegates met again in the Assembly Hall, 
Tinder the Chairmanship of Dr. M. B. Cameron, Vice-Chancellor, 
Lucknow University when Sir Philip Hartog, Member of the Public 
Service Commission, read the following paper on " The Paucity of 
Books possessed by Indian Students": — 

When I first visited Indian Universitv hostels in 1917, I waa struck 
bv the extremely small number of books possessed by the average Indian 
student. Since that time, I have visited many L^ni versify and College 
hostels and I am afraid that there has been no perceptible improvement. 
I venture, therefore, to direct the attention of the Conference to this 
fact in the hope that a remedy may be found. In a recent tour, in the 
course of which I revisited Dacca and Lucknow, I found that although 
there are exceptions, many of the students possessed at mo.st half a dozen 
books of their own, and I found students who possessed only two or three. 
In the Universities which I have named there is exceptional compensation 
for the paucity of books possessed by individual students. Thus at 
Dacca, where the number of students m Arts, Science and Law is about 
thirteen hundred, the total number of issues of books annually to the 
students and stafi is about 47,000 (in addition to the issues from the lib- 
raries of the three residential halls). I have not the exact figures for 
Lucknow but they are also large and the library there is obviously ex- 
tremely well used. A glance at the Handbook of Indian Universities 
issued by the Inter-University Board will show that the average Indian 
student has not at his disposal the library resources of Dacca or Luck- 
now. Many university and college libraries spend a considerable amount 
of their meagre funds on buying numbers of elementary text-books, nor 
can they be blamed for doing so in present circumstances. This policy, 
though it has obvious disadvantages, may be a necessary policy, but it 
does not seem to me sufficient to deal with the situation. 

It is no doubt an excellent thing that a student should learn how to 
take notes, hut it is a very bad thing, both for him and for his teachers, 
if he depends entirely on such notes. It is clearly bad for the student 
because he does not learn how to use books. It is bad for the teacher, be- 
cause he feels it is a matter of conscience to cover the whole of the course 
somehow. The late Sir John Seeley, professor of Modern History in the 
University of Cambridge, suggested at one time that it was not the busi- 
ness of a professor to lecture hut that students should be encouraged to 
read books and then to discuss the difficult questions with the professor. 
This kind of tutorial or seminar work is excellent, but it does not to my 
mind displace the necessity for the lecture. We have most of us seen 
books in which the relative importance of different statements is indicat- 
ed by differences in the size and arrangement of the type. Such books 
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do not however give the perspective and impression of the relative impor- 
tance of different parts of the subject which are conveyed by a really good 
lecturer. But I suggest to you that (except possibly in mathematics) if 
a lecture is to be at its best it must be such that it would be quite impos- 
sible and undesirable if it were possible, for any student to take it down 
word for word. If the lecturer is going to speak with enthusiasm and real 
feeling for his subject he must be freed from the sense that every word of 
his must be taken down by the audience. Again he must be freed from 
the necessity of covering the whole course. I do not say that he should 
not cover a great part of it, but he ought to he able to rely on students 
reading for themselves in such a way as to be able to answer examination 
questions without having heard lectures on every portion of the subject. 
My general impression is that at present teachers are required to give, and 
students arc required to attend, too many lectures. I do not for a moment 
suggest that teachers or students give too much time to their subjects but 
I think that their time is in many cases far less well employed than it might 
be, and that this is due directly to the paucity of books possessed by the 
Indian student. So far as I remember, I have never been into the room 
of an English, French or German student who did not possess a very res- 
pectable array of books of his own, dealing with the subjects which he 
was studying- One foresees at once the obvious rejoinder. The Indian 
student is too poor to buy books. This is true in some cases, but not in 
all. I have known Indian students who were quite well off, and who did 
not feel the necessity of spending their money on text -books. I Would 
suggest to you that the question of finance should be seriously tackled : 
and the remedy which I have to suggest is one which is used at La Mar- 
tiniere College, Calcutta. At that institution, I am told, students are 
required either to buy their own books or to borrow them from the college. 
It is calculated that'^the average life of a book is three years and a student 
pays one-third of the cost for each year during which he uses it. Let us 
consider the last two years of the university course for a Pass degree and 
attempt a rough estimate of the cost of adopting the La Martiniere policy. 
I think I shall be taking a fairly high figure, if I estimate a hundred rupees 
as the cost of a respectable array of text -books on the subjects of the 
course. Let us again suppose that for a University student the life of a 
text-book IS four years instead of the three of that of a school-boy. 
That would mean that the cost per annum of text -books for each student 
would be Rs. 25 or, a trifle over Rs. 2 a month. For an institution with 
a thousand students, this would mean Rs. 25,000 a year, subject to certain 
corrections. I believe that in many institutions half of the students 
would be able to afford the additional sum and the total addition to the 
budget would be only Rs. 12,500. On the other hand, it is necessary to 
change the text-books from time to time and there would be additional 
expenditure during the transitional period when a new edition or a new 
book is prescribed. The last thing that I should wish would be to see 
anv text-book or edition of a text-book employed for an indefinite period 
especially in subjects which are advancing daily. 

If the universities of India, as a whole, agree with my view, they will 
realise that the reform which 1 suggest would be sufficiently important 
and far-reaching in its effects to justify the expenditure of even a larger 
amount than I have indicated ; for the efficiency of the training given to 
the average ■student would be increased out of all proportion to the 

jnoney spent. 



An interesting discnssion ensued. Professor Amaranatha Jha 
(Allahabad) said the average cost of a student in Northern India 'vvas 
Bs. 50/' per mensem, which was high. If he got out and sought employ- 
ment, it was very rarely that he earned that amount a month, on which 
he had to support not only himself but hia family. Conditions were so 
bad that the moment a student entered the University, economic pro- 
blems stared him in the face and he tried to supplement the contri- 
bution of his parents by private tuitions. In these circumstances, it 
was difficult to expect the students to possess a large number of books. 
What he deplored more was the paucity of hooks possessed by the 
teacher. It would he good if the Conference impressed on the Univer- 
sity authorities the desirability of insisting on every University and 
Hostel possessing a decent library and seeing that every student 
satisfied his teacher that he had not only read but that he possessed a 
certain number of books. 

Prof. Chabl ani (Delhi Universitv) thought the remedy suggested bv 
.Sir Philip Hartog was a narrow one. The difficulty was that students 
rarely went beyond text-books. Students had not been taught the 
use of a library. Libraries in Universities were open only in certain hours 
of the day. Some Universities thought that expenditure on a library was 
siipeifiuous. Even residential Universities did not often spend more 
than Bs. 5.000 per annum. The idea that a library was a mere luxury 
inust he scotched and the libraries should he brought und^r the super- 
viaion of the teachers themselves. 

Prof. Ranganadhan (Aunamalai University) thought it was not po- 
veity that was at the root of the question hut the lack of tlie Tpading habit 
among the students. When the student entered a Universjtv, hi.s domi- 
nating idea was to pass the examinations and he therefore disoRided every 
thing beyond what was necessary for passing the examinations. In the 
vast majority of collges, they admitted far more students than they 
could adequately train and the result was that colleges did not provide 
adequate facilities in the shape of libraries for the use of all students. 
Lor did the colleges provide adequate staff to supervise the reading done 
by the boys. At present, the time of the student was fully taken up 
with lertures. There was no extra staff to give the students tutorial assist- 
ance. The colleges were to a large extent to blame in this matter, 
jibraries should be made open to students outside the college hours, and 
the habit of reading outside text-books instilled in them. 

Bao Bahadur G. A. Nateaau (Madras) endorsed the observations of 
Pi of. Ranganadhan and said there was less reading habit among the 
students now than fifteen years ago. Students were content to cram 
a few text-books made easy. He was also conscious of the ignorance of 
the teachers and professors in current literature and history. 

Rev. Johnston (Andhra University) said they must put pressure on 
the students hemselves to buy more and more bonks. 

Dr. Megh Nad Saha (Allahabad University) affirmed there were 
many books which cost huge sums of money, and neither the teacher nor 
the students could afford to buy them for research studies. More liberal 
provisions must be made by the Umversity authorities for libraries. 

Dr. Ganesh Prasad (Agra University) disagreed with Prof. Ranga- 
nadhan and Mr. G. A. Natesan and emphasised that poverty of the student 
was at the root. 




Tke Conlereace tkea adjourned ior tlie day. 
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SECOND CONFERENCE OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES 

HELD IN 1929 AT DELHI. 

CHAPTER V. 

PROCEEDINGS OF OCTOBER 31st 1929. 

The three committees contimied their deliberatious till the luncheon 
interval and submitted their reports in the following form : — 

PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEE (A.) 

Present. 

1. Dr. M. B. Cameron, (Lucknow) Chaitnia)'>. 

2. Dr. W, S. Urquhart, (Calcutta.) 

3. G. H. Langley. Esq., (Dacca.) 

4. P. A. Wadia, Esq., (Bombay.) 

5. Diwan Bahadur K. Ramunni Menon, (Madras.) 

6. Rev. C. B. Young, (Delhi.) 

7. Rao Bahadur N. K. Kelkar, (Nagpur.) 

8. Rev. E. D. Lucas, (Panjab.) 

9. Sir Akbar Hydari, (Osmania.) 

10. Dr. Syed Ross Masud, (Aligarh.) 

11. The Hon’ble Munshi Narayan Prasad Aathana, (Agra.) 

12. S. E. Ranganadhan, Esq., (Annamalai.) 

13. C. R. Reddy, Esq., (Andhra.) 

14. G. E. Fawcus, Esq., (Patna.) 

15. W. R. Barker, Esq., (Public Service Commission.) 

16. R. Littlehailes, Esq., (Government of India.) 

17. N. S. Subba Rao, Esq., (Mysore.) 

18. H. L. Chablani, Esq., (Delhi.) 

19. Rao Bahadur Dr, A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar Avb, (Annama- 

lai.) 

20. Pandit Amarnatha Jha, (Allahabad.) Secretary, 

I. To he proposed by Mr. Langley and seconded hy Sir AJcbar 
Hydari : — 

(a) That it is desirable that a University should accept for 

admission the Intermediate and Degree Examinations 
conducted by another University or by an Intermediate 
Board, provided that the reasons for migration are 
satisfactory. If there should be any difierence of 
opinion between any two Universities, a reference 
should be made to the Intei-University Board for 
opinion, provided that both the Universities agree. 

(b) That the question of the position of the students of those 

Universities that do not conduct the Intermediate 
Examination, in respect of admission to the Cambridge 
University be referred to the Inter-University Board 
for necessary action. 
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(c) The CorriTnittee makes no further recommendation 
regarding the recognition of the degrees of Indian 
Universities in the United Kingdom. 

11. To he j)roj)osed by Mr. Chablani and seconded hy Mr. Reddy : — 

(a) That the Conference is of opinion that experience shows 
that neither the Boards of Secondary and Intermediate 
Education, nor the Intermediate Colleges under their 
control have fulfilled the purpose which the Calcutta 
University Commission had in mind. 

(h) The Conference recommends either that the Boards of 
Intermediate Education he reconstituted, so as to 
conform to the recommendations of the Calcutta 
University Commission, or that where this is not 
possible for lack of funds or other reasons, the control 
of the Intermediate examinations he re-transferred to 
the Universities. 

(c) The Conference is of the opinion that where a Board is 
constituted only for Secondary Education, such a Board 
should he constituted broadly on the lines recommend- 
ed hy the Calcutta University Commission for Secon- 
dary and Intermediate Boards ; but that there is not 
the same desirability as in the case of an Intermediate 
Board for retransference to university control, except 
that the control of the actual Matriculation Examina- 
tion might in certain cases be left to the University. 

III. To he proposed hy Mr. Suhha Row : 

(а) In view of the existence of considerable unemployment 

among graduates of Indian Universities, as revealed by 
the several reports on middle class unemployment, 
this Conference recommends that each University take 
steps to ascertain the volume and character of employ- 
ment and unemployment among its graduates and 
others who have passed out of its institutions. 

(б) That the statistics when collected be referred to the 

Inter -University for such action as it may consider 
desirable. 

IV. To he proposed hy Mr. Subha Row : 

That the Inter-University Board be requested to 
collect statistics covering the last ten years, of the students 
who fail to complete succeshfiilly the various years in their 
University Courses. 

y. To be moved hy Dr. Alehta : 

That this Conference is (d opinion that the Competi- 
tive Examination for recruitment to the Indian Medical 
Service, which has been held in abeyance for the last 
fourteen years, sLould be revived early and that it should 
be held aumially at a convenient centre in India. All 
candidates must possess a medical qualification re gi.st arable 
in India. 



42 


7/. To he proposed hy Ft. Amamatha Jha : 

That the re present at ive of Indian Universities to the 
Bureau of the Universities of the Empire should be elected 
by the Inter-University Board. 

On the proposal of Sir Akbar IT\d,':ri, seconded by 
DiTvan Bahadur Bamnnni Menon, the Committee passed 
a vote of thanks to the Chairman. 

AMAREATHA JHA, 

Secretary. 


PROCEEDI^sTtS OF COMMITTEE (B.) 

Present. 

1. A. B. Dhruva Esq., M.A., LL,B. (Biiuar ( ']«ii rwayt . 

2. Syamaprasad Mookerice, ]\LA., B.L., B;;r-at-Law, M.L.C., 

(Calcutta.) 

3. K. R. Kanitkar, Esq., i\r. A., E. Sc.. (B(UiJj;^y ) 

4. A. C. 'Woulner Esq., M. A., C' 1 E., (Paxijnb.) 
h. S. G. Dunn Esq., M. A., (Alhihshad.) 

6. A. R. Wadia, Esq., B.A.. {Mys^oe.) 

7. Rai Bahadur Dwaika Eath, B.A., LL.B., fFatii:- ) 

8. Qazi Aid. Husain, Esq., ALA., LL.B.. (Osmams.) 

9. S- B. Smith Esq,, AI. A., (Lucknow.) 

10. Dr. S, K. De, AI. A.. D. Litt.. (Dacca.) 

11. Rai Bahadur Dr. Aloti Sagar, LL, D., (Delhi.) 

12. J. B. Raju E.sq., M A., (ISagpur.) 

13. Rev. A. B. Johir-'ton, AT A., fAuUiir?.) 

14. Lala Diwan ChancL AI. A., (Asm.) 

15. Rao Bahadur Dr. A. Lakshinauns\v<imi Atudaliar AvL, (Anna- 

malai.) 

16. Sir John Thompson, K.C.LE., C.S.L, (Government of India.) 

17. M. M. Sharif, Esq., (Aligarh.) S^'^cietaty. 

ITEM XI : 

This Conference is of opinion that considering the importance 
of accelerating the progress of higlier education of women, Univer- 
sities should give greater fu^cilitics for jt, by esttiblishing separate 
colleges for them wherever necessary or desirable, imd by instituting 
separate alternative courses of equal standard m Domestic Science 
and other suitable subjects. 

ITEM XII : 

This Conference is of opinion that Universities and Colleges 
should try to encourage social service organisations to forward 
adult education by general lectures, lantern lectures, films, litera- 
ture, wireless etc. and by co-operating with Municipal and Local 
Boards and others engaged in such work, 
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ITEM XIII : 

That while recoguising the value of three years courses, this 
Couferenc'c is of opiuion. that the B.A. or B.Sc. Pass courses could 
not. under the present circuniistances, be extended to three jears^ 
witliont [(,t t])e same time effecting a sa^ung of one year at an earlier 
stage. 

ITEM XIV : 

This Conference is of opinion that it is impracticable to 
introduce general knowledge papers in University examinations. 

ITEM XV : 

This Conference resolves that a Committee be appointed to 
Lstudy the question of intelligence tests and the possibility of their 
application to Indian Universities. 


M. M. SHARIF, 

Secretary. 


PROCEEDIKGS OF COMMITTEE (C.) 

Present. 

1. Sir Sultan Ahmad, (Patna) Chairman. 

2. Md, Abdur Rahmau, Eaq., (Ooiiiaiha.) 

3. Prof. S. N. Bose, (Dacca.) 

4. Dr, S. S. Bliatnagar, (Panjab ) 

5. Sir T. Vijayaraghavacharya, (Government of India.) 

6. Dr. Ganesh Prasad, (Agra.) 

7. Prof. M. B. Ran^. (Benares.) 

8. Rai Bahadur Hiralal, (Nagpur.) 

9. E. A. Horne, Esq., (Aligarh.) 

10. Rev. A. G. Hogg, (Madras.) 

11. V. Appa Rao, Esq., (Andhra.) 

12. Dr. Wali Mohammad. (Lucknow.) 

13. B, M. Srikaiitayya, Esq., (Mysore.) 

14. Dr. Jivraj N. Mehta, (Bombay.) 

15. Rai Bahadur Upendranath Brahmachari, (Calcutta.) 

16. Dr. Megh Nad Saha, (Allahabad) Secretary. 

1. That the Government of India should appoint a small committee 
with the represent atives of the medical faculties of Indian Univershies 
on it, to report on the most .suitable Univcrsiry centre for locating the pro- 
posed Central Medical Research Institute. 

2. That all appointments in the Iiidinn 5.edical Research Depart- 
ment sliould be made by a selection board on which due representation 
is given to the medical faculties of the Indian Universities. 

3. Thai no appointment in tlu‘ Mrdical Research Department 
should be reserved for members of any service. 

12 Voted for the resolution, — 2 against it. 
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SECOND CONFERENCE OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES 

HELD IN 1929 AT DELHI. 

CHAPTER VI. 

PROCEEDINGS OF OCTOBER, 31st 1929— (Got? fr/.) 

ReasRemblinp after lunch, fhe Conference took up the resolutions 
received from the B. Committee. Prof. Woolner was in the chair. 

Mr. G. R. F. Tottenham. T.C.S.. Deputy Secretary and Major Lumby, 
Assistant Secretary, Army Department. (iovernm'‘rit (d India, were 
present. 

Prof. Woolner welcomed both Mr. Tottenham and Major Lnmby 
and hoped that the information they would supply would he useful to 
the Conference. 

I. The first resolution put from the Chair was : — 

(1) “ That this Conference recommends that physical training be 

made compulsory for all undergraduate students of Indian Universities, 
except in the case of all those who are certified to he medically unfit.” 

, Prof. J. B. Raju (Nagpur) said that it was for the Universities to say 
whether it should be compulsory or not. Rev. Johnston (Andhra) 
supported the objection on the ground that compulsion meant expense and 
it was also difficult to get really qualified instructors. 

Rev, Hogg (Madras) asked whether the resolution meant that physi- 
cal training would be made compulsory immediately. 

Chairman ; I don*t think so. Not unless suitable instructors are 
available. 

Rev. Young moved amendment of the resolution as follows i-— 

“ That this Conference recommends that stops be taken towards 
making physical training compulsory for all undergraduate students of 
Indian Universities, except in the case of those who are certified to be 
medically unfit.” 

Rev. Young’s amendment was declared carried. 

The next resolution, formally put from the Chair, read aa follows : — 

(2) “That this Conference recommends to the Government that 
University training Corps be formed in those Universities in which they 
do not exist at present, and that additional provision be made for extend- 
ing the University Training Corps where they already exist.” 

Prof. Langley (Dacca) ; I don’t think the Conference can pass the 
resolution without knowing the conditions. It is for the Universitit'S to 
say whether the conditions exist for extension. 

Pandit Amarnatha Jha (Allahabad) moved an amendment : That 
the following words be added at the end : — “ And where there is demand 
for it.” 

Mr. Tottenham said that the position of the Government was 
governed by the recommendations of the Shea Committee, namely. 





tb-ot the U*T.C* should be allowed to expand up to the natural limits, 
Hubject only to the financial conditiona permitting this. The difficulty 
of [Ilc Government was now one of finance. The cost of raisinn: one 
cc^mpany was Rs. 90,000 and the annual recurring cost thereon was 
Rs, 30,000. Goverunieut were already expanding the urban battalions 
of the T. iritorial Force and they had actually drawn up a programme 
which would soon be with the Finance Department. Requests for forma- 
tion of IhT.C. had been received, mmibenng thirty. The programme 
tl at would soon be with the Finance Department would provide for a 
considerable port ion of the expenditure needed to meet tbe raising of the 
U.T.C. The cost of the jnogramme was estimated at fifteen lahhs for four 
years. The question was thus engaging the attention of the Govanmi nt 
of India, and if fund.s were forthcoming, they had every hope that the 
U.T.C. would expand and serve a useful purpose. 

Pandit Amarnatha Jha (Allahabad) remarked that the figures men- 
■f'oned by Mr. Tottenham were alarming. With some experience of the 
formation of U.T.C. in Allahabad, he found it difficult to behove that just 
one company would cost Rs. 90,000 to begin with and its recurring cost 
wag Rg. 30.000. No doubt a staff -sergeant was necessary to start a 
company. If service rifles were given, they were to be placed in the 
Infantry Guard room. No armed guard waa necessary for the protection 
of these service rifles. Government were not spending every year on 
clothing. In the U.P., a U.T.C, unit had cost only Ra. 14,0U0. Whatever 
the figures, he made an offer for acceptance by Mr. Tottenham on behalf 
of Government. Would Government sanction addition to the strength of a 
U.T.C, provided the University undertakes to bear all the expenses ? In 
fact, that offer had been officially communicated to Government by one 
University. Government need only give service rifles. If Government 
would agree to thh offer, then some Universities would be batisfied as 
the first step. But so far the Government had given the usual reply, 
" No further sanction is available for raising the U.T.C.’’ This had been 
a damper on the enthusiasm of several Universities. 

Mr, Tottenham explained that the cost of raising two battalions of 
four companies each was two lakhs a year. The cost would be less if 
more than one battalion was raised in one place. The Government of 
India had not received any such offer as mentioned by Mr. Jha. (Mr. Jha 
— the U.P. Government). If they did receive such an offer, they would 
jump at it. 

Dr, Urquhart (Calcutta) moved an amendment that after the words 
“ recommend.s to the Government ”, the following wordLS he added “ If 
the Universities so desire ” and again at the end, the following words be 
added, Provided that in no case is compulsion brought to bear on indi- 
vidual students in connection with joining the Corps.” 

Rao Bahadur G. A. Natesan objected to the question of compulsion 
being raised in the open Conference, when it was not raised in Committee. 

Rai Bahadur Dwarkanath opposed the amendment of Dr. Urqu- 
bart and said there was a clear demand in the country for comprision. 
If th err is anv University in which there is enthusiasm amone; the sludent.s, 
tben every opportunity should be given to them by raisine <1 corps. 

Rev. Hogg (Madras) said the resolution was not practicai politic.g, 
and unless Dr. Urquhart’s amendments were accepted^ he must oppose 
the motion. 
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Di . Urquliart’s amendment was negatived, 18 voting for and 21 
agniust ]t. 

The amendment ol Mr. Amarnatha Jha was furtlier amended, and 
finally the resolution was passed in the following form ; — 

That this Conference recommends to the Government that if the 
Universities so desire, University Training Corps be formed in tho^e 
Uuiversjties in which they do not exist at present, and tL,i,t additional 
provision he made for extending the University Training C'orps wheu 
they already exist and where there is demand lor it.” 


(3) The next resolution read as follows : — “That in the opirjon of this 
Conference, it is desirable that Universities should take steps to jtroidd'' 
theortnical in^triietion in subjects of military interest, by insiituting a 
University chair of Military Studies, and securing the services of a quali- 
fied military instructor for the purpose.” 

Sir John Thompson thought that the efiect of the motion vn old br 
Ck 1 iu'^trad of having merel^^ a course which might be au optional subject 
in the oxamina, lions, they would be practically recommending incorporaiion 
'if niiliiaiy colkge lu the Universities. 

l\lr. Natesan ; — Many of us are anxious that the subject of militar}' 
scieina* be introduced in the University. 

r.'jidit Madan Mohan Mala viva said: — AVe want there :?hould b* 
lccTU'’ea HI iiulit.rry history, military tactics and militar}" oigauitvation. 
For rljo pr' sent, it is important that every University should have a depan- 
ment oi miiitaiy studies. The needs of the country demand this. 

Uuiing furthei discussion the proposition was amended and carried 
as follows by 27 against 6 votes : — 


“ Tliet in the opinion of this Conference it is desirable iLat Univer- 
sLouli.i lake steps either separately or in co-operation with or'" 
anifthei, cn provude inslruction in subjects of military iiilorest by insli- 
iutjfig ["nn'T'ity dfpariments of Militar}" Studi«-s, and securing the 
"-ervj.cs (,i Cjuaiitud instructors for the purpose.” 



sion, was 


next Ti solution put from the Chair and caiTu*d wilhoiU 
as follows : — 


dlscll^- 


(1) “That this Conference recommends to the Government of India 
and the various local Governments to make necessary provision in their 
budgets to give effect to the resolutions. ' 

Th(‘ following two resolutions were also adopted without rlnriis.d.ori ■ — 

(h) ’‘TJuU this Cunierence is of opinion that the Universities and local 
Governments should make provision of funds either wholly or partly, m 
01 df r to enable afiiliated colleges to make physical iraining compulsory.'' 


IT. “ That this Conference considers it inadvisable to make an}" 
general lecommcndatiun on the question of attaching value to class 
work in Universitv Examinations.'’ 


The Chairman thanked Mr. Tottenham and Major Lumby, for their 
assistance to the Conference before they withdrew. 
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III. The Conference then considered the resolution, in four parts, 
of the A. Committee regarding medical qiis.li-fir;i,tiQna .and standards. It 
was adopted with a verbal alteration in the last part. The following is 
the text as adopted 

(1) The Conference recommends that an Alhlndia Medical Council, 

having representatives of universities, having Medical Facul- 
ties, of the GovernrDent of India, and of the independent 
medical practitioners be immediately created. 

(2) That pending the creation of anch a Council, this Corderence 

urges upon the Government of India the necessity, as a tem- 
porary measure, of appointing immediately an All-India 
Medical Board consisting of representatives of Universities 
from their Medical Faculties and of the Government of India 
for determining and supervising medical qualifications and 
standards in Indian Universities, 

(3) That this Conference is of opinion that the appointment of a 

Commissioner of Medical qualifications and standards contem- 
ph.ted by the Government of India is not in conso- 
nance with the best interests of Medical Education in India. 

(4) That it be recommended to the Government of India that 

every efiort should he made to secure that the interests of 
the students are not prejudiced by any delay in taking such 
action as proposed above. 

(Major-General Sir Henry Symons, Directoi -General, Indian 
Medical Service was present during the discussion of this resolution). 

The resolutions of the C. Committee dated the 30th uere postponed 
for consideration to the next .'ilttmg of the Conference. 

Prof. E. A. Horne. Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the Aligarh Muslim 
University then delivered a lecture on “ Universities and Services/’ with 
Sir Akbar Hydari in the Chair. Mr. Horne said that he took his cue for 
his speech from the Convocation, address delivered by Mi. W H. Barker, 
Chairman of the Public Service Commission, at the Aligaih UmveiBity 
last year. In that address Mr. Barker had placed the ease both of 
the Universities and of the Commission. He had said that the vast 
sums of money which had been lavished out of the scanty resources 
of the Government and out of the vast resources of the individuals 
would indeed have been ill-spcnt if the Universities of India had been 
unsuccessful in producing the best candidates for the services ; and 
that it was on the Universities that tlnue rested the responsibility to 
produce the best possible candidates. The Commission, he had added, 
stood for one ideal, to get the best men it could for the public services, 
irrespective of every other consideration, for the prosperity and good 
Government of the country rest to a very great extent on the quality of the 
personnel recruited for the public services. What that standard should 
be had been stated yesterday by His Excellency Lord Irwin — a standard 
of learning, a standard of judgment and a standard of conduct. There 
waa another standard he (the speaker) would like to add, that was a 
luinimum standard of physical fitness. Proceeding Mr. Horne refer- 
red to the observations of the Hartog Committee, that efiorts should be 
made to see that University degree was not necessarily a passport 
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for entrance to tlie public services. That brought him to the question of 
overciowding in the Universities and ho attributed the root of the trouble 
to a cheap Univeisity education and quoted Adam Smith as his authority. 
Overcrowding had led to the production of a large unemployed intellectual 
proletariat in India as in England. One other reason for overcrowding 
was the boundless ambition of the University students who had exag- 
gerated opinions as to Government service. At the Aligarh University 
they had numerous enquiries from the students regauiing public services, 
particularly Government services, and they had thereioie organised an 
Employment Bureau to supply the necessary information. In spite of 
the education given to the students, they were in almost every case utterly 
Ignorant of things lu life, and every one of them required to be coached in 
general knowledge. Continuing, Prof, Horne touched on the closer 
understanding that should exist between tbe Public Service Commission 
and tin* Universities which produced candidates for the services, and ro-, 
marked that where recruitment was not by competition but through 
nomination, tic- authorities responsible for making selections might do well 
to place a little more confidence in the recommendations of the Univer- 
sity authoriti<\s as to the competency of the candidates. He himself 
had given many letters of recommendation to such candidates for service, 
but had been t(fld that Ic had been guilty of an, unpardonable ofience and 
that instead of Icdpiug then), his letters spoiled their chances ' 

During the disca.>sion that lollowed. Dr, Ganesh Prasad affirmed 
that University education was not cheap as had been argued by Prof. 
Horne. He contended that it should he made cheap. It was by making 
it cheap that thou.sands of students had been turned out by British and 
American Universities. He thougJit that if education had not been so 
chesp in Scotland or England, tbe British Empire would have been 
very much poorer 

Prof. Chabhun opined that Universities would be degrading 
themselves if they were 1o regard themselves ns merely to produce 
eandid.itcs for thi- public service.^. If the impresriou existed at present 
like thill, then the uonlind ol recruitment was certainly to blanne. At 
the siime time, the Indian Intcr-University Board could enter into 
negotiation for >uch co-operatiou between the Universities and the 
Departments ius might be considered necessary. 

Prof. S. N. Bose (Dacca) remarked that public service was a great 
need for tbe country itself and if they thought that any one who entered 
the Universities went there merely as a votary of art and for art^s sake, 
then they were not looking at facts in the face. It was the duty of the 
twentieth century Umvorsity to train youngmen ior all walks of life, and 
not merely for Government service. 

Mr. Barker. Chairman of the Public Service Commission, said the 
real reason why the Commission insisted on the degree qualifications was 
to reduce the number of applicants for jobs, through competitive examina- 
tions. He assured the 1 Vtnfevcnce that the Commis.sion did not resent the 
advice of the Universities, and indeed every candidate was asked to send 
two testimonials and three references ; but frankly tbe Commissioners 
did not like to receive private letters of recommendation 1 He agreed 
with Prof. Horne that the general knowledge among University products 
was very poor and deplorable and trusted efforts would be made in the 
necessary direction. The discussion terminated with a few observations 
by Sir Akbar Hydari. 
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SECOND CONFERENCE OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES 
HELD IN 1929 AT DELHI. 

CHAPTER VII. 

PROCEEDINGS OF NOVEMBER 1st, 1929. 

The Conference reassembled on Fridav. the 1st November, with 
Prof. Woolner in the chair. Re.solutious of the C. Committee dated 
the 30th October were taken up. 

IV. Put from the Chair, the following resolutions were passed — 
That this Conference do reaffirm the proposal of the first Conference 

regarding the constitution of a Central Advisory Board fin Scientific 
Research and request the Government of India to provide funds to give 
efiect to the same. 

That the Conference do invite the Indian Science Congress to 
cooperate with the Conference to attain this object.'" 

V. ‘^The Conference is of opinion that no recommendation is neces- 
sary on item No. 17 relating to UniverLsity Training in methods of 

VI. “The Conference is of opinion that no recommendation is necessary 
on item No. 18— Desirability and possibility of haviiifr a Central Bureau 
of the Universities in India or a Bureau of Indian Libraries for mutual 
help in the circulation and exchange of books and mngazines for pur- 
poses of research and for the supply of information regarding available 
literature in special subjects.” 

VIL The next resolution of the Committee read as follows ■ — 

“ The Conference recommends to the different Universities that 
their doctorate degrees should be thrown open to all the M.A.’s and 
M.Sc/s of other Indian Universities. 

Prof. Amarnathn Jha moved and Dr. Ganesh Prasad supported 
amendments and the resolution as amended and adopted ran as follows : — 

“ The Conference recommends to the different Universities that 
their Doctorate Degrees should be thrown open to all the M.A.’s and 
M.Sc.’s of other recognised Indian Universities on conditions similar to 
those that apply to their own M.A.’s and M.Sc.'s.’' 


The resolutions passed by the C. Committee on the 31 October were 
then considered : 

VIII. (1) Mr. Jivraj Mehta moved “That the Government of 
India should appoint a small Committee with the representatives of 
medical faculties of Indian Universities on it, to report on the most 
suitable University centre for locating the proposed Central Medical 
Research Institute.” 

Explaining the motion, he said that Dehra Dun which was pro- 
posed by Government was not a University centre, nor were there hospi- 
tals and medical colleges necessary to conduct research work. There 
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were no medical practitioners of standing either. Much leas was there any 
research work in applied or cognate science. The Institute must be 
located in a place where these facilities would be available, and that place 
could, in the circumstances, be no ffther than a University centre. 

Mr. Littleliailes (representing the Government of India) informed 
that Dehra Dun had already been decided upon for locating this Institute. 

Mr. Mehta : I can’t say that their decision is necessarily final. 
Medical practitioners throughout the country have represented to the 
Government not to locate the Institute at Dehra Dun. Moreover, I find 
from the official reports of the debate in the Council of State on this sub- 
ject, that no money had been spent till September last. In the circum- 
stances, this Conference will be well-advised to urge on the Government 
to abandon Dehra Dun for this purpose and decide in favour of a more 
suitable centre. 

Mr. Littlebailes : There are the Forest Hesearch and the X-Tday 
Institutes at Dehra Dun. 

Mr. Mehta : — So far as the X. Ray Institute is concerned, I understand 
it is going to be closed. As for the Forest Research Institute, I don’t 
rhirxk there is ranch in common between medical research work and 
forest research work, except that which afiects plant physiology. The 
Government have established a Central Agricultural Research Council. 
Did they choose Dehra Dun ? No. Another centre. 

Duly seconded, the motion was put to vote and declared carried 
by 29 against 2. 


The next resolution of the Committee which was adopted without 
discussion read as follows ; — 

(2) “ That all appointments in the Indian Medical Research Depart- 
ment should he made by a Selection Board, on which due representation 
IS given to the Medical Faculties of the Indian Universities.” 

By 33 against 4 votes, the Conference passed the next resolution 
reading as follows 

(3) “ That no appointment in the Medical Research Department 
should be reserved for members of any service.” 

The Conference then adopted the following resolutions : — 

(4) “That the Government of India Lshould institute, or assist in 
instituting, Medical Research Fellowships in the difierent medical 
colleges and hospitals.” 

IX. “ That there should be adequate representation of the medical 
and science lacultits of Indian Universities on the Governmenting Body 
of the Indian Research Fund Association.” 

X. “ That this Conference recommends to the Government of India 
that the Customs duty on imported scientific apparatus and chemicals 
used for research and educational purposes of the diSerent recognised 
Universities and educational institutions of the country should be remit- 
ted.” 



The Cordereace proceeded with resolutions passed by the B. Cara- 
mittee on the 31st October. 

The first resolution was : — 

XI. “ This Conference is of opinion that considering the importance 
of accelerating the progress of higher education of women, Universities 
should give greater facilities for it hy establishing separate colleges for 
them wherever necessary, or desirable, and by instituting separate alter- 
native courses of equal standard in domestic science and other suitable 
subjects.” 

Tiev. Dr. Urquhart (Calcutta) moved for the insertion of words, or 
by encouraging co-education wherever it is possible or desirable ” before 
the words, and by instituting separate alternative courses.” 

Mr. C. Ramalinga Reddi (Andhra) pointed out that the resolution 
did not pronounce judgment either in favour of or against it. Co- 
education did prevail as a matter of fact and as the resolution admitted, 
there were already certain facilities and it recommended greater facilities 
by establishing separate colleges, only when necessary or desirable. 

The amendment of Dr. Urquhart was put to vote. There was 
a tie, as 15 voted for and 15 against it. The President gave his casting 
vote in favour of the Cormriittee’s resolution, which was declared 
carried. 

The next resolution of the Committee was as follows : — 

XII. ” This Conference is of opinion that Universities and colleges 
should try to encourage social service organisations, to forward adult 
education by general lectures, lantern lectures, films, literature, wireless, 
etc. and by co-operating with municipal and local boards and others 
engaged in such work.” 

A few verbal alterations were suggested and the resolution as 
passed was as follows : — 

‘‘ This Conference is of opinion that Universities and colleges 
should try to encourage social service organisations to foiwaul adult 
education by general literatures, lantern lectures, films, literature, 
broadcasting, etc, and by co-operating with municipal and local boards 
and other bodies engaged in such work.” 

XIII. The next resolution was discussed at considerable length. 
It read ~ 

“ That while recognising the value of three years courses, this con- 
ference is of opinion that the B. A., or B.Sc., Pass courses could not, 
under the present circumstances, be extended to three years, without at 
the same time efiecting a saving of one year at an earlier stage,” 

Dr. Ganesh Prasad explained that a Committee was appointed by the 
Allahabad University to look into this question and it was found that the 
three-year course could not be achieved. He did not want the Conference 
to commit itself as to the desirability, or otherwise, of such a three -year 
course, 

Mr, Amarnatha Jha stated that the Allahabad Committee recom- 
mended almost on the same terms as this resolution, that a three-year 
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course would be possible only if the previous School and Intermediate 
courses were reduced by one year. Tb© matter was then referred to the 
U.P. Board of High School and Intermediate Education. He served on 
it, as well as his colleague, Lala Diwan Chand. But after a careful 
examination of the subject, the Board came to the conclusion that it was 
not possible, having regard to the present standard, to effect a year’s sav- 
ing up to the Intermediate standard. 

Mr. Srikantayya (Mysore) said that they tried the one -year Inter- 
mediate and three-year B.A. Course, but had to abandon it. 

Lala Diwan Chand (Cawnpore) said there was no need of emphasis- 
ing the desirability and advised the Conference to accept the original 
resolution. 

Prof. Horne’s amendment was lost. 

Prof. Cameron (Lucknow) moved as amendment That while re- 
cognising the value of three-year courses, this Conference is of opinion 
ihat the B.A. or B.Sc. Pass courses should not be extended to three years 
until it is foin.cl possilh^ lo effect a saving of one year at an earlier stage.' 

The amendment was adopted, in place of the original resolution. 


XIY. The next resolution on the agenda was, “ This Conference 
is of o])imon that it is impiacticahle to introduce general knowledge 
papers in University examinations.” 

Mr. Barker moved as an amendment that at the end of the resolu- 
tion the following be added : “ though it is of opinion that every effort 
should be made by Uuiversitj" and college authorities to encourage students 
to extend their general knowledge.” He said he was in agreement with 
the resolution, because general knowledge papers would only load to a 
tendency to criMu ceitain books, But he did think that it would be of 
great beJu'fi^ if students would extend their general knowledge so as to 
enable them to take interest in public affairs. 

Prof. DhniVv^ supported the amendment, which was carried, and the 
resolution as tlsus amended was adopted. 


XV. The bust resolution of the B. Committee read as follows : — 

“ This Conference resolves that a Committee he appointed to study 
the question of intelligence tests and the possibility of their application 
to students of Indian LTniversities.” 


The Conference proceeded to discuss the resolutions of the A. 
Committee dated the 31st October. 


Prof. Langley moved and Sir Akbar Hydari seconded the following ; 
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XVL That it is desirable that a UnLiversity should accept as qualify- 
ing for admission the Intermediate and Degree examinations conducted by 
another University or by an Intermediate Board, provided that the reasons 
for migration are satisfactory. If there should be any difference of opinion 
))etweerL any two Universities, a reference should be made to the Inter- 
Uni vcrsity Board for opinionj provided that both the Universities agree.” 

XV IL (a) That the question of the position of the students of those 
Universities for which the qualification for entrance is the Intermediate 
Examination, in respect of admission to the Cambridge University, be 
referred to the Inter-University Board for necessary action. 

(b) The Committee makes no further recommendation regarding 
the recognition of the degrees of Indian Universities in the United 
Kingdom.” 

The resolutions wire adopted. 

The next resolution of the Committee was proposed by Prof. 
Ohabiani and seconded by Mr. Reddi. It ran : — 

XV 111 (rO “ That tlic Conference is of opinion that experience 
lsLows that neither the Board of Secondary and Intermediate Education, 
uor the Intcrmodiate Colleg<^s under their control have fulfilled the iniiqiose 
which the Calcutta University Commission had in mind. 

(b) The Conference recommends either that the Board of Inter- 
mediate Education be reconstituted so as to conform to the reccmimeiida- 
tioiis of the Calcutta University Commission, or that where this is not 
possible for lack of funds or other reasons, the control of the Intermediate 
Examinations be retransferred to the Universities. 

(c) The Conference is of the opinion that where a Board is consti- 
tuted only for secondary education, such a Board should be constituted 
broadly on the lines recommended by the Calcutta Xlniversily Com- 
mi^siun for S'^condary and Intermediate Boards; but that there is not 
the sam^ desirability as in the case of an Intermediate Board tor 
retransierence to iUniveisitv control, except that the control of 1 he 
actual matriculation examination might in certain cases be left to the 
University.” 

Discussion on this resolution was taken up, clause by clause. 

Prof. Cbablani speaking on the first clause, said that at the time the 
Sadler Commission reported it was thought there would be sufficient funds 
for these Boards, and attractive salaries for highly qualified teachers. 
Thev were told to expect considerable impiovements in recruits to sub- 
ordinate branches of Government service, also improvements in tlie meffiods 
of examination through the agency of a large number of \dsiting examiners 
and inspectors and furtlier that the standards of intermediate exanriniition 
would he raised sufficiently high, to entitle candidates who jtassr'd tlirough 
examinations successfully to enter upon their task m the University. 
But all these hopes had been fimstrated for one reason or another, 

Mr. Reddi seconded the motion. 

Dr, Urquhart moved as amendment, that for the words “ the 
purpose which the Calcutta University Commission had in mind 
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substitute tbe words, the purposes for wbicb they were intended,” His 
reason in moving this was that there might be some who bad not read tlie 
report. It was therefore necessary in the interest of intellectual honesty 
(laughter). 

Prof. S. B. Smith (Lucknow) seconded the amendment, 

Mr. Amarnatha Jha said that the U.P. Secondary Education Board 
was a statutory body created by the IJ.P. Legislative Council. The con- 
stiTLitiun of that Board was not yet in accordance with the recoiniuenda- 
tions of tl)L‘ Sadler Commission. In agreeing to the amendment of Dr. 
TJrquhart, they would be leaving out of tbe scope, bodies sucb us tbis. 

Mr. Reddi opposed the amendment. It was put and lost by 
majority. 

Sir Pbihp Hartug admitted that some of tbe objects wbicb tbe 
Coriimissiuu had in mind bad not been fulfilled, but be could not at the 
same time subscribe to the sweeping form of tbe lebolution. 

Sir Multan Ahmad said that they tried tbe experiment of Inter- 
mediate Colleges under a Board of Education and bad to drop it like a hot 
potato. 

Dr. Ganesb Prasad supported tbe original motion and said that 
I)t. Ziauddin had expressed the opiiiion in the U.P. Legidative Council 
that the standards of examinations under the Intermediate Board in the 
U.P. bad detenoraled. Eollowing ibis assertion, there was a committee 
appointed by the Council and it came to tbe conclusion that it could not 
support the view that there was no deterioration. 

Prof. Qazi Muhammad Husain (Ocuiania) thought that siifiicicnt 
time bad not elapsed to say whether tbe Board bad, or had not fulfilled 
'the purposes for w^bicb they were creared. 

Prof. Pane explained that the Benares UmverLsity appointed a 
committee to consider tbe desirability of separating tbe Intermediat«* 
classes, and its finding was that it was not desirable. 

Mr. Barker moved, in order to produce “ an olive branch ” an 
amendment, “ that tbe Conference is of ojniiion that neither tbe Boards 
of Secondrury Schools and Intermediate Examination nor tbe Inter- 
medi.ite Colleges are organised in the manner or equipped with tbe resour- 
ces which tbe Calcutta University Commission bad in mind.” 

Prof. Amarnatha Jha complained that questions Hke finance were 
not met by tbe amendment of Mr. Barker 

Mr, Subba Rao seconded tbe amendment of Mr. Barkoi, which was 
lost. 13 voting for and 24 against. 

Tbe first part of the original resolution (para a.) w^as then carried 
by 34 against 3 votes, with tbe word, “adequately”, inserted between tbe 
words “ have ” and “ fulfilled.” 

TbQsecond clause was then discussed. Dr Urquhait moved UvS sub- 
^BfiiA^^^tSndment, “ that either tbe Boards conducting Intermediate 
MtlcaTion'^^f constituted or that the control of Intermediate examina- 
Uons be tran'^i^rred to Universities.” He pointed out that bii Philip 
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Hartog had expressed that he was not satisfied that these proposals might 
not require revision in the light of experience felt in the intervening years. 
He did not want the reconstitution should be simply on the lines of the 
Sadler Commission’s recommendations. They should therefore leave tlie 
manner of the reconstitution to the Universities themselves to decide. 

Sir Philip Hartog opined that reconstitution alone would he of 
doubtful use, unless the teaching in the Colleges and their resources were 
improved. He however preferred the resolution to the aiuendnieut. 

Mr. Reddi thought that the amendment made the position vague. 
They must wait to see the improvement possible under the n-ingauisation 
suggested. 

Dr. Urquhart's amendment was seconded by Sir Sultan Ahmad and 
was lost by a large majority. 

Mr. Barker moved an amendment to the proposition reading us 
follows 

‘ This Conference recommends that either Boards of Intermediate 
Examination be reconstituted, so as to conform to the recommendations 
of the Calcutta University Commission, subject to such rhodifeatiof/s us 
later crjperience may suggest , or where this is not possible for lack of funds 
or other reasons, the control of Intermediate examinations be retransferred 
to the Universities.” 

The amended resolution was then carried. 

The third clause was then discussed. Prof. Chablani moved the 
first half of that clause. It was opposed by Dr. Fa'wciis and L?Ja Dhvan 
Chand. Prof. Young (Delhi) then moved in its place, ‘‘ This Conference 
is of the opinion that where a Board is constituted only for secondary 
education, the board should be constituted in such a manner that the 
University or Uuiversitle.s concerned vrould have an effective voice in the 
examinations conducted by the Board.” This amendment wavS lost. 

Dr. Urquhart moved, “ That no Tetommendation is desirable at 
this stage as regards the Boards controlling only secondary education,” 
This was carried. 

The second half of the clause fell through. 


XrX (o) The third resolution of the A. Committee was proposed 
by Mr. Subba Eao and duly seconded and carried. It ran : — (u) In view' 
of the existence of considerable unemployment among graduates of Indian 
Universities, as revealed by the several reports on middle class unemploy- 
ment, this Conference recommends that each University take steps to 
ascertain the volume and character of employment and unemployment 
among its graduates and others who have passed out of its institutions. 

(h) That the statistics when collected be referred to the Inter- 
University Board for such action as it may consider desirable.” 

XX. The fourth resolution was also moved by Mr. Subba Rtio. It 
ran ; “ That the Inter-ITniversity Board be requested to collect statistics 
covering the last ten years, of the students who^fail to complete success- 
fully the various years in their University courses.” 



A few ameiulinents were suggested and the resolution as amended 
and earned, ran : “ That the Inter-University Board be requested to 

erjUMder the possibility of collecting statistics covering the last ten years 
of the students who at various stages fail to complete successfully the 
various years in their University courses.” 

XXI. Dr. Jivraj Mehta then moved, “ That this Conference is of 
o])inion that the competitive examination for recruitment to thejndian 
Medical Service which has been held in abeyance for the last fourteen 
}^ars. should be revived early and that it should be held annually at a 
convonient centre in India, All candidates must possess a medical 
qualibcatiorj registerable in India.” 

]\Ir. Little haih-s after a few" remarks, pointing out that the 
recruitment w'ns to the military department, moved the following 
amendment : 

” That this Conference is of opinion that in the interests of medical 
education in Indian Lnivcisitu-s, the competitive examination for recruit- 
ment to the Indian Medical Seivice should be revived early and that it 
should be held jjcrioclirdlly in India and that all candidates should 
possess liiealical qualifications registeiable in India ; but if it is considered 
impracliciiblc by the authorities concerned, to discontinue recTuitment 
to the Indian Medical Service b}' selection, preference should be given to 
gradiiates of medicine and of surgery of the Universities of India and that 
all persons selected should possess medical qu allheal ions registerable in 
India.” 

Sir Sultan Ahmad seconded the amendment. 

The first half of the amendment was declared carried and the second 
half was carried with three dissentients, 

XXII. On the motion of ]\Ir Amaraathti Jha, duly seconded, the 
following resolution was then adopted, ‘That the icpresentative of Indian 
Universities on the Committees of the Bureau of the Universities 
of the Empire should be elected by the Intcr-University Board.” 

XXllL Similarly, on the motion of Ur. Urquhart, the following 
proposition was adopted, This Conference recommends to the local 
(TOvernuKmts that block grants should be made to the Universities with- 
out attaching such conditions to them as would curtail the academic 
freedom of the Universities.” 

This disposed of the resolution of the Committees. And among 
" any other business ” Mr, C. R. Reddi suggested that w^hen various Uni- 
versities sent resolutions for discussion by the Conference, they were not 
now giving any diieetion, with the result that much time was wasted in 
cuminiitet'S in the absence of data or notes, on which the recommendations 
were based. He therefore stressed that the Universities might be re- 
quested to send up draft resolutions with such data or notes as might 
be found useful, 

XXIV. Prof. Langley moved, “ That this Conference recommends 
to the Government of India and local Governments that they shall 
supply to Indian Universities free of cost copies of their ofiicial publica- 
tions to Indian Universities.” 



Dr, Brakacbri seconded the resolution, 
Tie resolution was carried. 


It was resolved that the question ol tie venue of tie next 
quinquennial Conference should he leltto the Inter-University Board. 


Dr. Cameron proposed a vote ol thanks to the Chairman (Prof. Tool- 
ner) for the geniality, patience and tact with which he conducted the 
proceedings, to the hosts for their lunches and evening parties and to Prof, 
Seshadri, the Secretary, for the extraordipy efficiency with which 
the arrangements for this Conference were made and carried out, and 
finally to the Delhi University and Dr, loti Sugar for their courtesy 
in giffing the use of this Hall and for their active co-operation in the 
work of the Conference, 

Sir Sultan Ahmad seconded the votes of thanks. 

This brought the consideration of resolutions and the main. 
Conference to a close. 
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SECOND CONFERENCE OF INDIAN UNIVERSITIES 

HELD IN 1929 AT DELHI. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

1st NOVEMBER, 1929. 

Principal A. B. Dhmva of the Benares Hindu University then read 
the following paper on Is the present system of University education 
suitable to India wuth Diwan Bahadur K. Ramunni Menon, Vice- 
Chan e.ellor, University of Madras in the Chair. 

“ Mr. Chairman and Brother-Delegates : 

Let me inform you at the outset that neither the subject nor the 
time of this paper is of my choice. You will therefore hear with me, if I 
bore you with a few familiar truths and well-accepted propositions at this 
fag end of the session. My apology for doing so is that truisms are not 
always supeifluous, they are often neglected truths. 

I have been asked to open the discussion on the question “ whether 
the preseiJt of TJniveisity education in suited to the requirements of 

Modern lyidia/' In reality this is not an, item which could be counted 
as one amongst many, but is the very problem and reason of our existence 
and would any day furnish sufficient work for an All-India University 
Commission which, in my opinion, has been long overdue. 

A few days ago, our Secretary prescribed the subject and adroitly 
asked me to telegraph my consent, which 1 did loyally though somewhat 
indiscreetly. I confess if I had been given time to think and reply by 
post, 1 wmuld have respectfully declined the heavy responsibility. For, 
as I just said, the subject is sufficient Iv wide for a University Commission 
to consider, and I cannot hope to do it even some small justice within the 
few minutes at my disposal. All I can do is to spot a fe-w glaring defects 
which require early remedy. The subject being, moreover, too serious 
to be dealt with in an off-hand speech, I have embodied it in a short paper. 

We are not a Debating Society or a College Union, where extreme 
propositions are placed at a premium, and it is left to the President to 
strike the balance or, to use a pompous though more accurate expression, 
make a synthesis of thesis and antithesis. My propositions will be there- 
fore moderately worded, but they will express my convictions which are 
probably the convictions of many, and as such little calculated to excite 
hot discussion. 

Education, as we all know, is one continuous life from the cradle 
or, as the Hindu lS put it, from the womb to the funeral pyre. No single- 
stage of it can be rightly isolated, and 3"et if our discussion is to be carried 
on within definite limits of lime and thouerht, we must think somewffiat 
in abstractions. 

We know that a sound system of secondary education is the very 
foundation of efficient University training, and if today we find that the 
latter is unsatisfactory, it is partly because the former is so. Yet, if I 
were to embark upon an examination of our secondary education, the 
President would at once rule me out, 
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There is another abstraction which is inevitable. Can we consider 
the requirements of modem India without reference to its past and its 
future ? In the process of time, tlie present is always packed with the 
forces running from the past and is fraught with the possibilities of the 
future — both of which imperceptibly act from tvu ditlerent ends upon 
the present, and determine its character. Thus, we cannot ignore either 
factor, either tradition or as])n‘jtions, and yet we shall have to concen- 
trate our attention, as far as j)ossil)lo, (m the present, that is, Modern 
India, whose eductational system we propose to discuss. 

I start with certain postulates First, ' Modern India ’ is a fact, 
a blazing reality, which e'\'en Ave. ncodemic men as rre are, cannot iiniore, 
unless we are prepared to live in a pedants’ paradise. That our sv<=!toio 
of University education floes not oojie with its growing la^eds, even if it 
is not essentially faulty, is another fact, which we cannot deny, the proc(H‘d- 
ings of the last two days of the session bearing a.niple testiiimny to it. But 
dissatisfied as we may be with the present system, we eamnit expnun'’ it 
altogether and create another in its stead ; this is a third fact which w<‘ 
must also recognise. What we can do is — we cen, after full delduMation 
but with the necessary imagination and courage, fahc a hig hap fonrard 
and satisfy the requirements of Modern Whrit are those requirements ? 

I will not attempt to catalogue all, but will mention just a few wiiich are 
very palpable. 

To understand the character of our Uiiiversity system one lias to go 
back to Macaulay’s famous minute ; for, on it it is founded, and ol it if i( 
is a continuation on a higher plane and in a more organisfd foim. I 'Miiiiot 
join the ranks of those who have not one good word tfi sav nhioit the 
system of education which Macaulay introfliieed wdth the lielji cf lleja 
Ham Mohan Roy. I think it has done wondruful things. It lias 
awakened the country, it has knit togctln^r its vain-d popnlatiou^. it h,,'^, 
in one word, done much to modernise India. Oor old Unn^etMiirs. tuo, 
taking Macaulay’s ideal of education as their basis in their ini‘i:i! stjiMf. 
emphasised liberal education which is just the kind of eduerLtiem whuh is 
required for the purpose of emancipating the mind. Rut wdnle thf' process 
of emancipation has to be continued to keep the mind fresh and eleyati*d, 
a great deal more has to be added by wav of supplying its positive uecdn 
because emancipation after all is a negative good. 

What are then the reforms which are most urgently needed ? 

Macaulay’s system though good in his day, has now bern found to 
be sadly lacking in two main essentials. It ignored the past in a manner 
which is surprising in a classicist like him. but which is quite cluiractciistie 
of the arrogance of its author and is now simply amusing. The fiist need 
of the hour, therefore, is to make a deep and wide study of Ancient 
Indian and Asian culture and Mediaeval Muslim culture compulsory in all 
Indian Universities — while Benares and Aligarh should go in for both. 
This is what Modern India demands as her absolute birth-right. But 
Modern India does not propose to live merely on her past glories. India 
today is determined to take her proper place in international life, Avhich 
she will hardly succeed in doing, unless Universities help in the jnocoss. 
It is the duty of Universities to originate and give a lead to the country's 
thought, to control and direct it in matters religious, political, social and 
economic ; therefore, instead of being mere lookers-on at the spectacle of 



61 


the changing India, they should be makers of her future. Universities 
should no longer be satisfied with producing public servants, or even 
public men as they did during the last generation, but they should now 
aim at jirodiicing vien in the fullest sense, of the term — men not simply 
fit leu the clerical desk, or the public plntlonn. but men capable af dia- 
cJiargiug a]] the duties of peace and war. 

I may be, allowed to say one word, by the way, on the lot of our pandits 
whom Macaulay superciliously ignored. Orientalists as a body, both 
Eiirnjieau and. Indian, in our educational system have done nothing 
to keep lilive the real tradition of pandits. This may apjiear somewhat 
jiaradoxical, but a little explanation will make my point clear. These 
Oricn+ahsis have used the pandits for their own purpose, as their teachers 
and walking reference books— with the result that tfiday they are as 
archaic as they were in tlie days of Sir William Jones, The learmne 
wdiich steadily grew from the Vedic times down to the age of tl/e Peshwas 
came to a stand-still from the days of the East India Company, so that 
the }tresent-day learning of the pandits is a mechanical repetition of old 
baolcs and not live thought — a state of things which did not exist up to 
the age of Jagannatha. Appaya Diksita and Nilkantha. A thorough 
reform of our Oneiilal Colleges i.'* therefore an immediate desideratum — 
which, you will no1e, was conspicuous by its absence from our agenda. 

Next point , Macaulay gave no thought to the industrial develop- 
ment of India, on tlw contrary, he only cared to (reate Indian markets 
for Eimiish goodN, amd our Universities have vet done nfJhiiur to remedv 
thi^ grave defect in thoir educational system All will agree that the most 
ouTst.inding and unquestioualilv the ukasL distressing fact of the present- 
day India is her Economic Unrest. Those who trace the present political 
trouble in the country exelusn^eiy to ibis fart do scant justice to the 
patriotism of young India. But there is no doubt that the existence of 
‘ Uneiuplnyed intelligentsia ’ is a danger, and it has created a jnoblcm 
which Ihiiverslties in cooperation wuth the State mu.st endeavour to solve. 
It IS natural that rapid growth of education without suliicient fields of 
employment slinuhl make our educationists nervcuis. but the remedv 
which some, of them ])ropose iii their nervousness is incomjiatible with tlie 
noble VLKjLuion to which they have dedicated their lives. Let us remem- 
ber that wn* are in our chairs to promote education, not to thwart it. It 
w'ould be a sin on our part to stop higher education or even to reduce it 
in any way because the country cannot ab.sorh its products. We should 
fail to do our duty because the statesman fails to do his ! — such is th^ 
logic of the-^e Little-Educationers. The correct remedy is to adjust the 
system to the needs of the ace. We want a large number of graduates, 
a hundred times lartrer than we have at present, for putting modern life 
into India, and wv wnint, at the same time, a good proportion of senne 
who would satihfv the, hnrhest test of educational efiiciency. A satisfactory 
arrangement of Pass and Honours courses — one fairlv low though not 
lower than at present, and the other as reasonably high as we can pos.sibly 
make it, even as high as those at Oxford and Cambridge, will meet botli 
the needs though to a limited extent. This, asam, should be amply 
supplemented by suitable devising of professional and vocational lines, 

India has been too much governed in the past by English ideuls 
and methods of education, and those moreover of a bygone age. In 
England, side by side with the older Universities, have sprung up new 
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Univeraltiea with a modern and practical outlook regarding University 
education which supplements the work of Oxford and Cambridge. It 
is high time that India took a leaf from the educational wisdom of other 
countrioa like Germany and America, who do not make a fetish of pure 
science and do not mutter at its shrine the mantra of ‘ science for its own 
sake/ but attach sufficient importance to the applied side of the various 
sciences. These are at present taught only in a one-sided and therefore 
imperfect, in my opinion, in an unreal way in India. This is another direc- 
tion in which a thorough-going reform is needed. 

To turn next to a few apparently minor but really vital defects in 
our educational system. " Half of the appalling conditions in India is 
due/’ we have been recently told, “ to the wrong aims of education and the 
idea that examinations are the be-all and end-all of teaching.” Is it so ? 
If it is so, may I humbly ask who is responsible for introducing examina- 
tions into the Indian educational system ? Certainly not pandits and 
maulvis who hate examinations and refuse to believe that they are a true 
test of learning. Ours I say is the responsibility, and therefore, ours the 
duty to see that this necessary evil is sufficiently counteracted by a sound 
system of teaching. Our friend Dr. P. C. Hoy has lately told ua that 
Indian graduates are wanting in initiative and he rejoices to think that 
Sir Rajendra Nath Mukerji did not waste his talents at Sibpur. The 
condemnation is not altogether groundless though somewhat exaggerated. 
Our so-callcd teaching is often over-teaching and therefore no real teach- 
ing at all. In teaching, as in every fine art, there is as much art required 
in deciding what not to say as in choosing what to say — so as to 
quicken the mind of students. is a 

maxim which we have long known but have not put it into practice in 
our educational method. In how many Universities is a real tutorial 
BVatem at work or real University lectures delivered ? Without meaning 
any disrespect to my brother-professors, I maybe permittrd to say that 
most of us have to plead guilty to the charge. And yet the fault is not 
altogether ours. The present state of things cannot be remedied unless 
the staff is very much vstrengthened, both in quality and number, and if 
this is not done, again the fault is not ours, but of those who control the 
national purse. Our Yice-Chancellors will bear me out. 

One more reform has been long regarded as essential, but no effect- 
ive step has been taken in that direction. A sacred duty, as you know, 
has been laid upon Indian graduates by the Despatch of Sir Charles Wood 
of 1854 relating to the foundation of Indian Universities, viz., that those 
who receive University education will be expected to spread their know- 
ledge among the masses. This they can only do through the vernaculars. 
But this dutv is being very perfunctorily discharged by them at present. 
The cause of this failure is not difficult to understand. The absence of 
the vf'rnarular medium of instruction and examination is mainly respon- 
sible for their barrenness, A thorough examination of this problem, 
therefore, with a determined will to enable the vernaculars to secure 
their legitimate place in higher education is a crying need of the day. It is 
the one sure method, as an esteemed friend of mine put it, of naturalising 
and nationalising our education. Through the vernaculars, exten- 
sion work should be done by our Universities energetically and on a large 
scale ; also a publication department should be maintained by each and 
every University, whose duty it should be to supply popular books to the 
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country and at tlie same time to bring to light research work done by 
brilliant groups of Professors and students engaged in special studies. 

The one hopeful sign of the times is the place which women have 
begun to occupy, mainly through their own eflorts, in our public life. 
But here again I ask : Is our educational system sulhciently suited to 
their wants ? What have we done to spread higher education amongst 
women 1 What special facilities have we devised for them ? Is it enough 
to tell them that there are sufficient colleges for boys where they 
can go ? Is this the way to tackle one of the biggest problems with 
which we are faced ? I have only to put these questions to receive 
the confession that we have failed in our duty and a great deal more 
lemaina to be done. A resolution has been passed by the conference 
recommending this, hut let ua realise that a vast amount of energy and 
earnestness will be required to convert our resolution into action. 

These are some of the prominent defects which we must immediately 
remedy — if w^e are to keep abreast of the times. Lord Curzon’s Univer- 
sities Commission only substituted the rule of experts for that of public 
men. The Calcutta University Commission made some excellent sugges- 
tions, but its main recommendation regarding the establishment of Inter- 
mediate Colleges failed owing to certain inherent defects, but also for 
want of sufficient funds to carry it out in its entirety. In view of the 
huge work which is awaiting us in all directions, it will not do to tinker 
the system here and there at Conferences, but as I said at the start we 
shall have to take a big leap forward. If however this is to be not a leap 
in the dark, but a deliberate go-forward movement, it is up to us to pass a 
resolution demanding an Indian University Commission charged with the 
duty of proposing not palliatives, but radical reforms which will meet 
the needs of Modern India. 

The paper raises the following issues which I invite you to discus‘s 

I. Is it that Professors and Vice-Chancellors are in their chairs 
and all’s right with the world of University Education 'I Or is there a 
need for reform 

II. If so, is it necessary or desirable to secure a clean slate to write 

on ? 

III. As practical men what reforms would you suggest ? 

IV. Whether you agree with me in regard to the following points : 

(1) The ground work of University Education in the modern 

nationalist India — is a deep and wide study of Ancient 
Indian and Asian history and culture and of mediaeval 
Muslim culture, the latter including the achievements out- 
side India, as far W’^est as Cardova. 

(2) The education of Pandits and Maul via in Oriental Colleges 

should be overhauled, bo as to conform to the critical, his- 
torical and progressive spirit of the times. 

(3) (o) Every University should establish a school of Modern 

Indian Languages, and make Indian vernaculars of the 
province the media of instruction and examination, 



[h) It should embark upon a well considered scheme of ver- 
nacular publications so as to facilitate the use of vernac- 
ulars as media of instruction as well as to enrich vernacu- 
lar literature in general. 

((‘) Every University should undertake Extension work, and 
should encourage the spirit of social service among its 
students and members of the staff. 

(1) That a radical reform in the teaching of science in tlie direction 
of applied sciences is needed. 

V. It should give a strong impetus to llio e do cation of women, 
whether by co-education or through special colleges for women. 

YJ. The value at present attached to examinations should be re- 
duced find that of real knowledge increased us much as possible. This 
can be done by making a reality of the tutorial system and university lec- 
tures and creating the library -habit among students. AYith it a rt-nl 
love nf knowledge whicli ranges far beyond the prescribed text-booka should 
be fostered. 

Rev. Johnston (Andhra) said that University education w;)s ulu'inl 
in quiintity and quality of the present needs nf India But the great 
enernv rtf the University student was the loin cloth ideal ai'd 7TieLitalitv 
that had taken possession of some. Unless the ideal of of life 

was practised, that is, unless people lived an all-round life, with ;dl equip- 
ment in dress and wuth all necessities such as a India hs and books. thort‘ 
would b(' no industry developed and the wants would become few' find 
the far iiltu's of the University students would not find remunerative plav 

Lfila Diwan Chand said what was wanted was more cre:itive pffort 
on the pan of the average young man. They must open new regions ami 
show new methods for them to work. 

Sir Philip Hartog was in entire agreement with much of what the 
lecturer had stated. 

Thu Bahadur Dwarkanath said that Indian Universities had pro- 
duced men who could hold their own against products of other Univer- 
sities. But the mental horizon of the average student had not widened. 

Mr. Appa Rao put in a plea for improving the quality of the teacli^^rs. 

Sir Akbnr Hydari Urged that Universities should be converted intr» 
centres c*f culture which would be cosmopolitan in character. AYas it 
not possible he asked, that their departments of history produce men iuid 
teachers and books which would wipe off all feeling of communal bitter- 
ness. The Universities could indeed play a great part in the solution of 
the communal problem. 

Principal Dhruva thanked Sir Akbar Hydari, for his remarks and 
thought that it was the duty of the Benares University to make both 
Moslem and Hindu culture compulsory studies and that the same should 
be done at Aligarh. He wanted that University education should be 
cheap and easy, while at the same time the standard of education should 
he raised. 


P. HESTIADRT, 

Secretary^ Inter-U niversify BoanL 
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APPENDIX A. 

OSMANIA UNIVERSITY EXHIBITION. 

The idea of exhibiting the publications of the Osmania University at 
the second Conference of Indian Universities originated with the energetic 
Secretary of the Inter -University Board, who suggested to Sir Akbar 
Hydari that the University should take advantage of the large and influ- 
ential gathering at the Conference, to exhibit its Urdu publications as its 
work in this direction was hardly known even to scholars connected with 
Universities. The University took up the idea at once, as a visual demon- 
stration of the work done is much more eflective than the publication of 
reports or pamphlets. The Curator of the Translation Bureau was accord- 
ingly instructed by the University Council to exhibit at the Conference 
all the publications of the University including those of the Bureau of 
Oriental Publications which specialises in the printing of rare Arabic 
works of the early centuries of the Muslim era. Further, with a view to 
bring home to the visitors the literary and scientific work done in the 
State, the publications of the Nizamiah Observatory and the Archaeological 
Department were also included among the exhibits, as also samples 
of Naataliq types which are being cast in the University Press and the 
Government Central Press, 

Through the courtesy of the authorities of the Delhi University 
two large Durbar tents were pitched on the lawn of the Assembly building, 
and the books to be exhibited together with the MSS. and the original 
English works were arranged on a number of tables in these tents with 
cards giving in bold letters the information that the visitors would 
require. In the arts. Science, Engineering and Medicine Departments 
nearly 300 translations and compOations on 21 difierent subjects were 
exhibited. The exhibition was eminently successful and admirably serv- 
ed the purpose for which it was undertaken. His Excellency the Viceroy 
spent about ten minutes in going round the stalls with Sir Akbar 
Hydari and showed considerable interest in the work. Other distin- 
guished visitors included Members of the Executive Council and the 
Public Service Commission, Vice-Chancellors of various Universities, 
Directors of Public Instruction, Professors of Colleges and members of the 
Universities’ Conference. The local officers and gentlemen of Delhi 
including the Chief Commissioner (Sir J. Thomson) were also present. 
Last of all the ladies, who in these days of advancement are not left 
behind, had an evening reserved for them and were shown round the 
exhibits by Lady Hydari. 

Without betraying confidences, it may be safely said that almost 
all the visitors were impressed with the magnitude of the work undertaken 
and to a large extent finished, and the words that generally fell from their 
lips were, ‘ Great/ ‘ Wonderful,^ ‘ Splendid/ * Bewildering/ etc. Moat 
of the visitors must have come to the conclusion that the vernacularisa- 
tion of Indian Universities, which is now under discussion in several pro- 
vinces, is not an idle dream and that with courage and perseverance 
they can do for their own vemacularB what has been done for Urdu by the 
Osmania University. 

M. ENAYATULTiAH, B.A„ 

Curaiofy Bureau of Translation^ 
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APPENDIX B. 

Resolutions Passed at the Conference - 

I- Q) That this Conference recommends that steps be take 
towards making physical training compulsory for all undei 
graduate students of Indian Universities, except in th 
case of those who are certified to be medically unfit, 

(2) That this Conference recommends to the Government thi 

if the Universities so desire, University Training Corps I 
formed in those Universities in which they do not exist f 
present, and that additional provision be made for extenc 
ing the University Training Corps where they already exi 
and where there is demand for it. 

(3) That in the opinion of this Conference, it is desirable tbi 

Universities should take steps either separately or 
co-operation with one another, to^ provide instruction i 
subjects of military interest by instituting Universil 
departments of Military Studies, and securing the servic 
of qualified instructors for the purpose. 

(4) That this Conference recommends to the Government 

India and the various local Governments to make necessai 
provision in their budgets to give efiect to these resolutioi 

(5) That this Conference is of opinion that the Universities ar 

local Governments should make provision of funds, eitl 
wholly or partly, in order to enable affiliated colleges 
make physical training compulsory. (Pp. 45-4 

IT. That this Conference considers it inadvisable to make ai 
general recommendation on the question of attacbingjyal 
to class work in University Exa mi nations. (P, 4 

HI. (1) This Conference recommends that an All-India Medic 
Council, haTiiig representatives, of universities havi 
Medical Faculties, of the Government of India, and of t 
independent medical practitioners be immediately create 

(2) That pending the creation of such a Council, this Conferer 

urges upon the Government of India the necessity, 
temporary measure, of appointing immediately an J 
India Medical Board, consisting of representatives 
Universities from their Medical Faculties and of t 
Government of India for determining and superviai 
medical qualifications and standards in Indian Universiti 

(3) That this Conference is of opinion that the appointment 

a Commissioner of Medical qualifications and standai 
contemplated by the Government of India is not in con. 
nance with the best interests of Medical Education 
India. 

(4) That it be recommended to the Government of India tl 

every efiort should be made to secure that the interestB 
the students are not prejudiced by any delay in tak 
such action as proposed above. (P. 



IV. That this Conference do^j^affirm the proposal of the first 
Conference regarding the constitution of a Central Advisory 
Board for Scientific Research and request the Government 
of India to provide funds to effect to the same. 

That the Conference do invite the Indian Science Congress 
to co-operate with it to attain this object. (P. 50) 

^ The Conference is of opinion that no recommendation is 
necessary on item No. IT (relating to University Training 
in methods of research). (P. 50) 

VI. The Conference is of opinion that no recommendation ia 
necessary on item No. 18 (Desirability and possibility of 
having a Central Bureau of the Universities of India or a 
Bureau of Indian Libraries for mutual help in the circula- 
tion and exchange of books and magazines for purposes of 
research and for the supply of information regarding avail- 
able literature in special subjects). (P. 50) 

VII. The Conference recommends to the difierent Universities 
that their doctorate degrees should be thrown open to all 
the M.. 4. ’a and M.Sc.\s of other recognised Indian Univer- 
sities, on conditions similar to those that apply to their 
own M.A.’a and M.Bc.’s. (P. 50) 


VIII. (1) That the Government of India should appoint a small 
committee with the representatives of medical faculties of 
Indian Universities on it, to report on the most suitable 
University centre for locating the proposed Central Medical 
Research Institutes. 

(2) That all appointments in the Indian Medical Research 

Department should be made by a Selection Board, on which 
due representation is given to the Medical Faculties of 
the Indian Universities. 

(3) That no appointment in the Medical Research Department 

should be reserved for members of any service. 

(4) That the Government of India should institute, or assist in 

instituting, Medical Research Fellowships in the difierent 
medical colleges and hospitals. (Pp- 50-51) 

IX. That there should be adequate representation of medical 
and science faculties of Indian Universities on the Govern- 
ing Body of the Indian Research Fund Association, (P. 51) 

X. That this Conference recommends to the Government of India 
that the Customs duty on imported scientific apparatus 
and chemicals used for research and educational purposes 
of the difierent recognised Universities and educational 
Institutions of the country should be remitted. (P. 51) 


XL 


This Conference ia of opinion that considering the importance 
of accelerating the progress of the higher education of 
women, Universities should give greater facilities for it, 
hy establishing separate colleges for them, wherever neces- 
saxy or desirable, and by instituting separate alternative 
courses of equal standard in domestic science and other 
suitable subjects, 
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XII, This Conference is of opinion that Universities and Colleges 
should try to encourage social service organisations^ to for- 
ward adult education by general lectures, lantern lectures, 
films, literature, broadcasting, etc., and by co-operating 
with municipal and local boards and other bodies engaged 
in such work. (p, 52) 

XIII. That while recognising the value of three years courses, this 

Conference is of opinion that the Pass cour^^S 

should not be extended to three years, until it is found 
possible to efiect a saving of one year at an earlier stage. 

(Pp. 52-53) 

XIV. This Conference is of opinion that it is impracticable to 

introduce general knowledge papers in University examina- 
tions, though it is of opinion that every efiort should be 
made by University and College authorities to encourage 
students to extend their general knowledge. (P. 531 

XV. This Conference resolves to request the Inter-University Board 
to appoint a Committee to study and report on the ques- 
tion of intelligence tests and the possibility of their applica- 
tion to students of Indian Universities. (P. 53) 

XVI. That it is desirable that a University should accept, as quali- 
fying for admission, the Intermediate and Degree examina- 
tions conducted by another University or by an Inter- 
mediate Board, provided that the reasons for migration 
are satisfactory. If there should be any difierence of 
opinion between any two Universities, a reference should 
be made to the Inter-University Board for opinion 
provided that both the Universities agree. (P. 54) 

XVII. (a) That the question of the position of the students of those 
Universities for which the qualifications for entrance is the 
Intermediate Examination, in respect of admission tc 
the Cambridge University, be referred to the Inter-Univer- 
sity Board for necessary action. 

(b) The Committee makes no further recommendation regard 

ing the jecognition of the degrees of Indian Uni vers it ie 
in the United Kingdom, (P. 5' 

XVIII. (ct) That the Conference is of opinion that experience shov 
that neither the Boards of Secondary and Intermedia' 
Education nor the Intermediate Colleges under the 
control have adequately fulfilled the purpose which tl 
Calcutta University Commission had in mind. 

(h) This Conference recommends that either Boards of Intf 
mediate Education be reconstituted vso as to conform to t 
recommendations of the Calcutta University Commissir 
subject to such modifications as later experience m 
suggest, or where this is not possible for lack of funds 
other reasons, the control of Intermediate examinatic 
be re-transferred to the Universities. 

(c) That DO recoTTiTinendation is desirable at this stage as rega 

Boards controlling only secondary education, (Pp. 54- 
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XIX. (a) In view of the existence of considerable unemployment 
among graduates of Indian UniveraitieB, as revealed by the 
"several reports on middle class unemployment, this 
Conference recoiriTnendfl that each University should take 
steps to ascertain the volume and character of employment 
and unemployment among its graduates and others who 
have passed out of its institutions. 


(b) That the statistics when collected be referred to the Inter- 
University Board for such action as it may consider desir- 
able. (P. 56) 

XX. That the Inter-University Board be requested to consider 
the possibility of collecting statistics covering the last ten 
years, of the students who at various stages have failed to 
complete successfully their University courses. (P. 66-57) 

XXI. That this Conference is of opinion that in the interest of 
medical education in Indian Universities, the competitive 
examination for recruitment to the Indian Medical Service 
should be revived early and that it should be held 
periodically in India and that all candidates should possess 
medical qualifications registerable in India ; hut if it is 
considered impracticable by the authorities concerned 
to discontinue recruitment to the Indian Medical Service 
by selection, preference should be given to graduates of 
medicine and of surgery of the Universities of India and 
that all persons selected should possess medical qualifications 
registerable in India, (P, 57) 

XXII. That the representative of Indian Universities on the 
Committee of the Bureau of the Universities of the Empire 
should be elected by the Inter-University Board. (P. 57) 


XXIII. This Conference recommends to the local governments that 
block grants should be made to the Universities without 
attaching such conditions to them as would curtail their 
academic freedom. (P. 57; 


XXIV. That this Conference recommends to the Government of 

India and local Governments that they should supply copies 
of their official publications to Indian Universities, free 
of cost. ' (P. 57) 


P. SESHADEI, 

Secretary. 


A. C. WOOLNER, 

Chairman. 
\hih Fehruary, 1930. 


I 
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APPENDIX C. 

THE INTER-UNlVERSlTY BOARD, INDIA. 

The nce(? for co-ordination in the work of the Universitiea in India 
was expressed hy the Calcutta University Commission in their Report, 
and in 1921, 'acting on a resolution passed by the Congress of the Univer- 
sities of the Empire, the Indian Delegates to the Congress passed a resolu- 
tion recommending to the Universities of India, that an Association or a 
Committee of Representatives of different Indian Universities he formed, 
with the object of dealing with questions affecting their mutual and common 
interest. It was suggested in particular, that such an association, if 
formed, should go into the question of certain difficulties which might 
arise owing to the conditions of admission of students to certain courses 
and examinations of the Universities of the United Kingdom not 
being suited to the qualifications which students from Indian Universities 
could present. The Lytton Committee of Indian students in England 
also hoped that the Indian University authorities would take steps at an 
early date to establish an Inter-University Board for the purpose of 
co-ordinating the courses of study in India and securing uniformity in 
their recognition abroad. The Indian Universities’ Conference held at 
Simla, in May 1924, passed a resolution unanimously recommending to 
the Universities that it was desirable that an Inter-Umversity organization 
should be established. The functions assigned to it were the following 

(i) To act as an Inter -University organization and Bureau of 

information ; 

(ii) To facilitate the exchange of professors ; 

(iii) To serve as an authorized channel of communication and 

facilitate co-ordination of University work ; 

(iv) To appoint or recommend, where necessary, a common represen- 

tative of India at Imperial or International Conference on 

Higher Education ; 

(v) To assist Indian Univeraities in obtaining recognition for their 

degrees, diplomas and examinations in other countries ; 

(vi) To act as an Appointments’ Bureau for Indian Universities ; 

(vii) To fulfil such other duties as may be assigned to it from time 

to time by the Indian Universities. 

A Provisional Committee consisting of representatives of the Uni- 
versities was also appointed to discuss ways and means and other preli- 
minaries with regard to the formation of this Board . It prepared an 
estimate of probable expenditure amounting to Rs, 24,000 per annum, 
and suggested that each of the fifteen Universities then in existence in 
India should guarantee an annual contribution of a maximum amount of 
Rp. for a term of three years with effect from Ist April 1925, and 

that an advance payment of not less than Rs. 100 should be made by each 
University on 1st Eebruary 1925, to meet certain preliminary expenses. 
Twelve Universities agreed to join the Board and made a preliminary 
contribution. Their representatives met at Bombay in March 1925 to 
consider the Agenda, which had been prepared, in this instance, by the 
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Education Department of the Government of India. The Agenda included 
questions relating to the future organization and work of the Board as 
well as a number of references made in advance to the Inter-University 
organization by the Universities" Conference held at Simla. The first 
annual meeting was held at Delhi in February 1926, the second annual 
meeting was held at Benares in March 1927, the third at Madras on 29th 
February, 1st and 2nd March 1928, the fourth at Patna on 28th February, 
1st and 2nd March 1929 and the fifth at Dacca on the 5th, Gth and 7th 
March 1930. The Calcutta University joined the Board in 1926 and the 
Universities of Allahabad and Lucknow as well as the newly established 
Andhra University joined in 1927-28. The recently created Agra and 
Annamalai Universities have also joined the Board, thus completing the 
affiliation of all Universities in India. 


Sanatana Dharma College, 
Cawnpore, 

15^A October 1930. 


P. SESHADBI, 

Secretary, 


• It haa been found neceasary to call for contribution of Ra. 1,000 only 
fiDm each cnn^tituent Univenity. 
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. HANDBOOK OF INDIAN UiWERSITIES .. .. Price Es. 2. 

i. FACILITIES FOR ORIENTAL STUDIES AND RESEARCH AT 

INDIAN UNOTSITIES Price Re. 1. 

3. FACILITIES FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AT INDIAN 

UNIVERSITIES .. Price Re. 1, 

4. BULLETIN OF THE INTBR-U’NIVERSITY BOARD Nos. 

1,2, 3,4, 5, & 6 .. .. .. Price Re. 1 each, 

5. 

BIOLOGICAL OUTLOOK ON LIFE AND ITS PROBLEMS 
BY J. ARTHUR THOMSON, M, A., LL.D., REGIUS PRO- 
FESSOR OF NATURAL HISTORY, UNIVERSITY OF 
ABERDEEN . . . . . . . , . . Price Re. 1, 

6. SECOND CONFERENCE OF INDIAN UNFERSITIES (1929.) Price Re. 1, 

Postage and F, P. charges extra. 

Available from this office. 

NawabgaE], P. SESHADRI, 

CaTvnpore, Secretary, Inter-University Board, India, 



